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OCTOBER 2026 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
Please get articles to Dennis no later than 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2026 
Please have your articles on time. Thank you 

 
 
 

  , 2024. Thank you. 

ALLEGHENY RIVER CHARGE 
                                                            Senior Pastor: Terri Wells 
                                                  Cell Phone: 814-952-4695 

E-mail: terriwells53@aol.com 
 

  First United Methodist Church     301 N Jefferson Street, Kittanning PA 16201    724-548-4312 

          Sunday Bible School 8:45 AM - Worship 10:00 AM      
 

Email: fumchurchkittanning@comcast.net 
   Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Tuesday & Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM      

Pastor Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 10:00AM - 5:00PM 
            Website: firstchurchkittanning.com       Fax: 724-548-5157       Rainbow Road: 724-543-7569 

 
Ford Memorial United Methodist Church-1024 Fourth Ave, Ford City PA  16226   724-763-1540 

    Worship 11:15 AM     Email: fordmemorialchurch@gmail.com 

 
Union Avenue United Methodist Church-421 Union Ave, Kittanning PA  16201        

724-543-5012         Worship 9:00 AM            

 

mailto:terriwells53@aol.com


  

  

 
 

Falling Back into Routine—with Grace 
 

Every fall, households attempt the great migration from “summer time” to “back-to-
routine time.” The alarm clock returns from vacation, the calendar fills faster than a leaf 
bag, and someone inevitably asks, “Where are my shoes?” while standing beside 
them. 
One Monday morning, a mother decided they were going to be organized this year. 
Lunches were packed, backpacks were lined up, and coffee was brewed. She even 
made a color-coded schedule. For nearly seven glorious minutes, everything went 
according to plan. Then the dog escaped with a sock, the travel mug leaked, and she 
discovered that Tuesday’s appointment was actually on Monday. 
Standing in the kitchen surrounded by crumbs, calendars, and one very proud sock 
thief, she remembered Proverbs 16:9: “In their hearts humans plan their course, but the 
LORD establishes their steps.” Apparently, the Lord’s route for that morning included a 
detour through the laundry room. 
Fall reminds us that changing seasons are part of God’s good design. Ecclesiastes 3:1 
tells us, “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the 
heavens.” There is a season for vacations and a season for homework; a season for 
flip-flops and a season for searching the closet for the one jacket that still fits. 
Routine can feel ordinary, but ordinary days are often where faith grows. We meet God 
while packing lunches, driving familiar roads, attending church, helping with homework, 
caring for neighbors, and beginning again after a messy morning. A routine does not 
have to be perfect to be faithful. 
So, this fall, let’s make our plans, sharpen our pencils, and label our calendars—but 
let’s also leave room for grace. When the schedule slips, the coffee spills, or the leaves 
we just raked blow back across the yard, we can laugh, take a breath, and trust the 
One who directs our steps. 

This season may our routines become rhythms of gratitude, service, 

prayer, and joy—and may we remember that even when life feels 

scattered, we are still held securely in God’s hands. 

A Fall Prayer: Lord, guide our steps as schedules change and responsibilities return. 
Give us patience when plans go sideways, gratitude for simple blessings, and joy in 
serving You through the ordinary moments. Amen. 
 

Pastor T 
 
                      

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%2016:9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes%203:1&version=NIV


SEPTEMBER LECTIONARY READING 
                  
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

  

ALLEGHENY RIVER CHARGE 

 
CHARGE CONFERENCE 

This years Allegheny River Charge Conference will be held Thursday, September 24th at Union 
Avenue United Methodist Church and starts at 6:00PM.  Come one come all, meet our new District 
Superintendent, Deborah. You will be treated to Union Avenue’s famous Cinnamon rolls. 
 
 

FIRST CHURCH LINK PAGES  

 
 

              MANY THANKS 
 The “Pie Ladies” extend their thanks and gratitude to EVERYONE that baked, cut, 
boxed, transported the pies from inside the Covenant Center to the cooler, or bought and 

enjoyed pie during the Folk Festival.  Twelve different bakers produced 173 pies/34 
different kinds. That means there were over 1000 pieces cut and boxed. WOW!!! 

Thank you ALL once again. 
 

 
 

WELCOME BACK TO SUNDAY SCHOOL! 
Children and Youth classes will resume Sunday, September 

13th. Note the new time 8:45-9:45! Classes for ages 3 years 

through 12th grade all meet in the upstairs rooms of the church. 
 
 

FOLK FESTIVAL 
 THANK YOU to all who helped make our participation in the Fort Armstrong Folk 
Festival another very successful event.     Tim Scaife, Activities Committee Chair 

 
 

September 20, 2026 
17th Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 16:2-15         Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 
Philippians 1:21-30   Matthew 20:1-16 
 
September 27, 2026 
18th Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 17:1-7         Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 
Philippians 2:1-13   Matthew 21:23-32                            
           
  
 

September 6, 2026 
15th Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 12:1-14      Psalm 149  
Romans 13:8-14    Matthew 18:15-20 
 
September 13, 2026 
16th Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 14:19-31   Psalm 114  
Romans 14:1-12   Matthew 18:21-35 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&amp;d=76&amp;y=17134#pericope_hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&amp;d=76&amp;y=17134#pericope_psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&amp;d=76&amp;y=17134#pericope_epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&amp;d=76&amp;y=17134#pericope_gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&amp;d=77&amp;y=17134#pericope_hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&amp;d=77&amp;y=17134#pericope_psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&amp;d=77&amp;y=17134#pericope_epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&amp;d=77&amp;y=17134#pericope_gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=72&y=17134#pericope_hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=72&y=17134#pericope_psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=72&y=17134#pericope_epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=72&y=17134#pericope_gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=75&y=17134#pericope_hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=75&y=17134#pericope_psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=75&y=17134#pericope_epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=75&y=17134#pericope_gospel_reading


FIRST CHURCH LINK PAGES  

 
 COUNTERS   USHERS       ACOLYTES  LIVE STREAM 
  6 Melissa Bureau    6 Oxford          6 Olivia Green    6 Ray Johnson 
13 Melissa Bureau  13 Asbury  13 Logan Green  13 Brenda Beers 
20 Tim Scaife  20 Asbury  20 Hallie Hoffman   20 Sue Hankey 
27 Tim Scaife  27 Epworth  27 Caden King  27 Steph Hankey  
    
 

                            BELL      SCRIPTURE               SOUND 
 RINGERS       READER   SYSTEM 
6 Chris Hankey      6                                6 Dennis Hoffman 

                    13 Emersyn McGregor    13 Sue Hankey                     13 Carlee Beers 
                    20 Eliana McGregor     20                            20 Tim King 
                    27 Cecilia Rearigh     27           27 Jeff Hankey 

     
 

SEPTEMBER MISSIONS 
It's time for Rise Against Hunger! We are looking for a group to go to 

Leechburg United Methodist Church on Saturday,  September 12th to help 
pack meals. The event starts at 9am and typically is wrapped up by noon. 
If you are planning to attend, please let Emily King know so we can tell them 
how many people we plan to bring. There is always a job for everyone!! 

Thanks!  Emily 

 
 
 

SENIORS IN FELLOWSHIP TOGETHER (SIFT) RETURNS 
Our SIFT Luncheons are returning for another year.  Our first meeting will be 
Thursday, September 17, 2026, in the Covenant Center.  Doors will open at 
11:30, with lunch beginning at Noon.  The menu will be 
Stuffed Green Peppers, Tossed Salad, Italian Bread and 
Cake for dessert.   The Program is to be determined. 
Phone reservations will be accepted beginning Tuesday, 
September 1 through Noon, Monday, September 14. 
Names of those attending and a contact phone number will 
be requested at the time of reservation. Reservations will 
be limited to 75.  Hope to see YOU there! 

 
 
 
 
I would like to extend my deepest thanks for all the 
prayers and concerns expressed throughout my time 
off due to injury.  Thank you,  Melissa Bureau 
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COVENANT CENTER ART SHOW REPORT  
With the help of all the committee members, volunteers, participants and visitors, we had 
a successful show.  This year’s show had 52 exhibitors participating, with 4 of those in a 
new category.  The new category allowed 4th-6th grade artists to enter.  Even though 
they were not eligible for a judged ribbon or monetary prize, they did have the 
opportunity to show their talent at no cost.  $905 prize money was given out.  We hung 
190 pieces and sold 6.  We had 10 volunteers assisting visitors coming to the show.  370 
votes were casted and 2 people’s choices given out: Larry A Smail of Kittanning for  
“The Encounter-Turkeys” and the people’s choice in the student category went to Ava Thatch of 
Worthington for “You Are My Dearie”. It is never too early to start painting that new piece or snapping 
that beautiful photo.  Next year’s show is just around the corner.  Again, thank you to all volunteers, 
artists, photographers and visitors.  Melissa B 
 

THANK YOU 
   BIG THANK YOU, to all the booth worker that signed up and showed up to help 
us in the festival booth.  We got help from Allegheny River Charge members, 
friends and family members.  A total of 34 people worked in the booth and along 
with numerous people helped in the background:  preparing food, set up and 
tearing down the tent, clean up throughout the day, pie bakers and pie cutters, 
and many more…  I truly appreciate all of the volunteers that helped, it was a fun 
time.  If you could not help this year, next year is just around the corner.                                         
Melissa B 
 

TOUCAN CAN REPORT 
A thank you note was received for the donation sent to Armstrong Co. Habitat for Humanity.   

The amount from recycled cans from last year’s collection was $1,173.  
 

“You too can Help” is the theme of our 
mission, to provide affordable housing for 
people in need in Armstrong County.  I am 
counting every can being recycled and the 
proceeds will be donated, so keep up the 

good work. You can drop off your beer cans, 
pop cans, any beverage can behind the 

church on the ramp or in the wooden box 
near the garage.  Thank you for your 

continued support in this mission.   Toucan Crew and Melissa B. 
 

 
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

  2 Jean Wolfe   11 Carol Wolfe 
  2 Ashley Johnson   11 Tim Volek 
  4 Patricia Snow   29 Vince Bruno 
  7 Justin Snow   29 Olivia Green 
  9 Hallie Hoffman   29 Mandy Podvorec 

 
  
 
     

THIS MONTHS CAN 
COUNT 

 

June 20 - August 15 
5,000 cans 

 

SEPTEMBER 
ANNIVERSARIES 
19 Jeff & Steph Hankey 
22 Tim & Cindy Volek 
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For four decades, Rainbow Road Preschool has been creating joyful beginnings, nurturing young 

minds, and helping children learn, grow, and shine.  
To celebrate this special 40th Anniversary, we’re asking our wonderful community to make a one-time 
donation of $40.00—$1 for every year of FUMC Rainbow Road Preschool! 
Your support helps us continue creating meaningful experiences and a bright future for the children 

we serve.  
Will you join us with a one-time $40 donation in honor of 40 amazing years?  
Please make checks payable to Rainbow Road Preschool and mail to First United Methodist Church 
ATTN. Rainbow Road 40th Anniversary 301 North Jefferson Street Kittanning, PA 16201 
Thank you for helping Rainbow Road Preschool keep growing, learning, and making a difference for 

generations to come!  
#FUMCRainbowRoadPreschool #40Years #40thAnniversary #Give40 

#PreschoolCommunity #SupportOurChildren 
 
 

FORD MEMORIAL LINK PAGE 
 

 

JOURNEY TO THE STABLE  
We will be revisiting our Journey to the Stable this year.  Planning is underway, so if you would 

like to participate, please contact Tom Bernot.  Information on dates and times will be provided in our 
next newsletter. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS            

8 Karen Burdett 
24 Clarence Walker, Jr 

   
   
 
    

 
    
  

SEPTEMBER 
 ANNIVERSARIES 

15 Ed & Karen Burdett 
18 Todd & Dawn Curry 
25 Jim & Angela Boarts 

 
   

RAINBOW ROAD PRESCHOOL 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/fumcrainbowroadpreschool?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYWzr_Hq-jjadvuBRWXf2QJsxwjYnRC1Izh0yZ8Bh-zoAXH9w0cco4qcFJ0hTb6rx9dwpwHXAhESVx-SO_CYQqSW6C2QudFooyZY4N6wxIKWy6GoPMi8Nz0BC4kfXsog2E0zhjj7ZcT5k2fgbhPEL_O&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/40years?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYWzr_Hq-jjadvuBRWXf2QJsxwjYnRC1Izh0yZ8Bh-zoAXH9w0cco4qcFJ0hTb6rx9dwpwHXAhESVx-SO_CYQqSW6C2QudFooyZY4N6wxIKWy6GoPMi8Nz0BC4kfXsog2E0zhjj7ZcT5k2fgbhPEL_O&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/40thanniversary?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYWzr_Hq-jjadvuBRWXf2QJsxwjYnRC1Izh0yZ8Bh-zoAXH9w0cco4qcFJ0hTb6rx9dwpwHXAhESVx-SO_CYQqSW6C2QudFooyZY4N6wxIKWy6GoPMi8Nz0BC4kfXsog2E0zhjj7ZcT5k2fgbhPEL_O&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/give40?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYWzr_Hq-jjadvuBRWXf2QJsxwjYnRC1Izh0yZ8Bh-zoAXH9w0cco4qcFJ0hTb6rx9dwpwHXAhESVx-SO_CYQqSW6C2QudFooyZY4N6wxIKWy6GoPMi8Nz0BC4kfXsog2E0zhjj7ZcT5k2fgbhPEL_O&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/preschoolcommunity?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYWzr_Hq-jjadvuBRWXf2QJsxwjYnRC1Izh0yZ8Bh-zoAXH9w0cco4qcFJ0hTb6rx9dwpwHXAhESVx-SO_CYQqSW6C2QudFooyZY4N6wxIKWy6GoPMi8Nz0BC4kfXsog2E0zhjj7ZcT5k2fgbhPEL_O&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/supportourchildren?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYWzr_Hq-jjadvuBRWXf2QJsxwjYnRC1Izh0yZ8Bh-zoAXH9w0cco4qcFJ0hTb6rx9dwpwHXAhESVx-SO_CYQqSW6C2QudFooyZY4N6wxIKWy6GoPMi8Nz0BC4kfXsog2E0zhjj7ZcT5k2fgbhPEL_O&__tn__=*NK-R


UNION AVENUE LINK PAGE 

 
 

WOMEN IN FAITH 
We will be starting our monthly meeting up once again.  Normally we meet on the first Monday of 

each month, however our first meeting will be held on September 14, 1:00PM. Location to be 
determined.    

 
  

 
   
  

 
  
 

 
  
  
   
   
 
 
  
   

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
6 Millie Reesman 
10 Janice Ochs 

 
  

SEPTEMBER 
ANNIVERSARY 

7 Gary & Jodie Anderson-40 years  



 

 

 

 

 

 


