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SEPTEMBER 2026 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
Please get articles to Dennis no later than 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2026 
Please have your articles on time. Thank you 

 
 
 

ALLEGHENY RIVER CHARGE 
                                                            Senior Pastor: Terri Wells 
                                                  Cell Phone: 814-952-4695 

E-mail: terriwells53@aol.com 
 

  First United Methodist Church     301 N Jefferson Street, Kittanning PA 16201    724-548-4312 

           Worship 10:00 AM       
 

Email: fumchurchkittanning@comcast.net 
   Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Tuesday & Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM      

Pastor Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 10:00AM - 5:00PM 
            Website: firstchurchkittanning.com       Fax: 724-548-5157       Rainbow Road: 724-543-7569 

 
Ford Memorial United Methodist Church-1024 Fourth Ave, Ford City PA  16226   724-763-1540 

    Worship 11:15 AM     Email: fordmemorialchurch@gmail.com 

 
Union Avenue United Methodist Church-421 Union Ave, Kittanning PA  16201        

724-543-5012            Worship 9:00 AM            

 

mailto:terriwells53@aol.com


  

  
 

   

Faith at the County Fair 
 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper 
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” — 
Galatians 6:9 
 

  County fairs are full of familiar country traditions: livestock 
barns, homemade pies, quilts, canning jars, tractor pulls, 
music, and neighbors gathered together. Behind every 
ribbon and exhibit is a story of patience, hard work, and 
care. In many ways, the fair reminds us of the Christian life. 
 

  Scripture teaches that what we faithfully sow, God can use 
in His time. We may sow kindness, prayer, encouragement, 
service, or trust during difficult seasons. Like a farmer 
waiting for the harvest, we are called to keep doing good and 
believe that God is at work even before we see the fruit. 
 

  Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are 
few” (Matthew 9:37). As fair week depends on many willing 
hands, God’s kingdom work also depends on faithful 
servants. May this fair season remind us to give thanks for 
God’s provision, cherish our community, and keep sowing 
what is good until His harvest comes. 
 

  Prayer: Lord of the harvest, help us sow kindness, serve 
faithfully, and give thanks for Your goodness in every 
season. 
 

Pastor T 
                  



AUGUST LECTIONARY READING 
               
   
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

ALLEGHENY RIVER CHARGE 

 
ALL CHARGE PICNIC 

Please Plan To Join Us!  The Annual Allegheny River Charge 
Picnic will be Sunday, August 30, 2026. This year we will 
worship together on the Covenant Center Lawn at First.  
Worship will begin at 11 AM and  will include communion.   A 

free will offering will be collected for the Mechling Shakely Veterans Center. 
Lunch will follow. 
As you plan to attend, here are things to remember: 

• Please bring a lawn chair for outdoor worship. 

• Please bring a side dish, salad or dessert and a serving utensil for your 
dish. 

• Main Dish (Chicken, Hot Dogs, Sauerkraut, Baked Beans) will be 
provided. 

•  Water will be provided.  

• Free will offering will be collected. Remember your regular offering 
should be given on a Sunday before or after the picnic. Offering to 
Mechling Shakley Veterans Center in honor of our veterans and the 
250th birthday of the United States 

• Worship begins at 11AM 
 

August 16th, 2026 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 45:1-15               Psalm 133  
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32  Matthew 15:(10-20), 21-28 
 
August 23rd, 2026 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 1:8-2:10       Psalm 124  

Romans 12:1-8         Matthew 16:13-20                             
           
  
 

August 2nd, 2026 
10th Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 32:22-31   Psalm 17:1-7, 15  
Romans 9:1-5        Matthew 14:13-21 
 
August 9th, 2026 
11th Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28   Psalm 105: 1-6, 16-22, 45b  
Romans 10:5-15           Matthew 14:22-33 

 

August 30, 2026 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 3:1-15          Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b  
Romans 12:9-21      Matthew 16:21-28 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=69&y=17134#pericope_hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=69&y=17134#pericope_psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=69&y=17134#pericope_epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=69&y=17134#pericope_gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=70&y=17134#pericope_hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=70&y=17134#pericope_psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=70&y=17134#pericope_epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=70&y=17134#pericope_gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=67&y=17134#pericope_hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=67&y=17134#pericope_psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=67&y=17134#pericope_epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=67&y=17134#pericope_gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=68&y=17134#pericope_hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=68&y=17134#pericope_psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=68&y=17134#pericope_epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=68&y=17134#pericope_gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=71&y=17134#pericope_hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=71&y=17134#pericope_psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=71&y=17134#pericope_epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=71&y=17134#pericope_gospel_reading


ALLEGHENY RIVER CHARGE 
 
 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT 2026 
To all members of the Allegheny River Charge. 
 

     I was sent to the 2026 Western Pennsylvania Annual United Methodist Church Conference 

held June 4-6 at PennWest University California. The overall theme of conference was 

"Reengage". What this means, who does it apply to, how it is done and the results of this type of 

engagement.  It is a fact that in the latest survey, 60% of people are un-churched. This is a large 

pool of people in need of hearing the gospel. The first session was broken into two groups, I 

attended the Laity session.  You might ask who is the Laity of the church.  The answer to that is 

YOU, all members of the church. The idea of "Build it and they will come" no longer works in 

today's world.  Each of us need to go out and show the love of God to the community. We must 

go out into the community and interact with the community and find out what they need and 

then we need to provide them with a solution to their needs.  Once we connect with them, we 

can create a space where they can feel the love of God. They suggested you create your 

testimony ahead of time, make it only 2-3 minutes long and make it your story of how knowing 

God has made a difference in your life.  That may be enough to make them interested in finding 

out more.  As a church, we need to look at what we have and think of how to make it work 

within our community. 

     Each pastor was instructed to bring with them a jar of soil to conference to be displayed on 

stage and be part of the bishop's conversation. In the beginning, God created life out of the dust 

(soil) of the earth and we have the same opportunity to bring life into our churches with God's 

message. Many scriptures were referenced in the bishop's speeches, Luke 13 tells the story of a 

tree that did not bore any fruit for 3 years. The gardener asked for one more year before cutting 

it down to allow the gardener to tend to it more intensively and get it to bear fruit.  It is our turn 

to be fruitful because of God's love that he has shown us. Phil 2:13 says we must move into 

action. We are a Beacon of Hope to our communities. Each pastor was instructed to take a jar of 

soil upon leaving on Saturday and pray for that church for the next year.  Pastor Terri took the 

jar provided by Ringgold Church.  So throughout this year, pray for their ministries to their 

community and their efforts to connect to the community and grow the kingdom of Christ. 

     Bible study was led by Rev. Kris Sledge.  He spoke about examining our lifestyle and 

making it more about our relationship with God then just doing church work and attending a 

church.  People need to encounter God and experience God's love and grace. That encounter 

may not happen inside the walls of a beautiful building. We must not turn our churches into  

monuments of the past, we must turn it into a movement.  Part of the word movement is 

move.  We must move out of the pews and into the community and show God's love in all our 

actions. 

     Part of the business that conducted was.... that our church camps and Olmstead Manor will 

follow United Methodist Church doctrine and that their boards will consist of 60% United 

Methodist active members and clergy.  Then Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball announced the 

assignments for clergy, we keep Terri as our pastor until next year's conference. Worship 

services were made up of various types of music such as Native American, African, 

Contemporary, and Traditional organ.  The conference choir sang in part of the worship  

services.  One of the worship services included the recognition of retirees, 16 in all.  



ALLEGHENY RIVER CHARGE 
 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT 2026  (Continued) 
 

There was a memorial service for the clergy or clergy spouses who had passed away since last 

conference, 15 clergy and 17 spouses.  Our present D.S. Rev. Sung Chung and our new D.S. 

Rev. Deborah Ackely-Killian announced the closure of 8 churches within the conference. The 

youth participated in conference, from the youngest who assisted with remembering our 

baptism to the teenagers helping with conference business.  Their energy is a great sign that our 

future is full of life and a sense of eagerness to service.  There is a youth on every committee at 

annual conference to ensure that we understand everyone’s opinions and ideas.  This conference 

celebrated milestones from our history, 30 years of deacons in the United Methodist Church and 

70 years of Women's Ordination in the United Methodist Church. In conclusion, I enjoyed 

being the representative for the Allegheny River Charge at this year's annual conference.  This 

event is open for anyone to attend and enjoy, but if you want a voting right, reach out to Terri 

and you can be voted in as representative for next year's conference.  God bless our churches, 

their people and our communities.   Sincerely  Melissa Bureau 

 
 

 FIRST CHURCH LINK PAGES 

 
 COUNTERS   USHERS       ACOLYTES  LIVE STREAM 
  2 Melissa Bureau    2 Asbury    2 Hallie Hoffman    2 Steph Hankey 
  9 Melissa Bureau    9 Asbury    9 Caden King    9 Ray Johnson 
16 Tim Scaife  16 Epworth  16 Caitlyn Kachur  16 Brenda Beers 
23 Tim Scaife  23 Epworth  23 Chris Hankey  23 Sue Hankey 
30 Melissa Bureau  30 Oxford  30 Jocelyn King  30 Steph Hankey 
  

       BELL    SCRIPTURE     SOUND  
 RINGERS        READER   SYSTEM 
 2 Chris Hankey                 2 Sue Hankey                      2 Jeff Hankey 

    9 Emersyn McGregor             9              9 Dennis Hoffman 
          16 Eliana McGregor            16             16 Chelsea Beers 
          23 Cecilia Rearigh            23              23 Tim King 
          30 Adalie Rearigh            30              30 Jeff Hankey  
    
 

FOLK FESTIVAL 
Festival schedule is Thursday, July 30th, 5:00PM – 10:00PM, Friday, July 31st, 12:00PM - 10:00PM, 

Saturday, August 1st, 12:00PM – 10:00PM and Sunday, August 2nd, 12:00PM – 6:00PM. 
If you have somehow missed signing up to help, please call Melissa Bureau 724-859-2607.  

She can still find a place for you to join the fun. 
Sunday Evening Cleanup-Many people will be needed to clean up and put away after the festival 

ends at 6:00PM on Sunday, August 2nd. No need to sign up. 
Everyone is welcome. Will do some clean up starting at 5:30PM. 

Please make sure you SIGN IN any time you are working. Thank you 
Tim Scaife, Activities Chairman 724-664-5346. 



FIRST CHURCH LINK PAGES 
 
 

COVENANT CENTER ART SHOW 2026 IS ON: 
JULY 30th - AUGUST 2nd 

Come visit the show and vote for your people’s choice award to be given out on Sunday. 
Artwork will be taken down on Sunday 5:00PM - 6:00PM. 
Thank you for all who helped with the show, all the participants, and all the visitors. 
More details next month with all the stats. Keep updated by viewing us on Facebook. 

  

 
AUGUST MISSIONS 

  It's time for Rise Against Hunger again! This is a mission 
we have supported for many years. Before we can package 
meals for others though, we have to raise the funds to pay for 
them first! The collective that we participate with is looking to 
raise $8,000 for this year. Please consider donating to this 
wonderful cause and make your calendars for September 12th 
to pack those pouches!! More details on the packing event will be forthcoming.  
See Emily with any questions.  
  

 
VBS ALUMINUM CANS  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DART BALL 

It’s time to start practicing our Dart Ball skills. Remember it 
starts August 10th at 6:00PM in the basement of First Church 
and will continue each Monday moving forward again at 
6:00PM.  

 
     

  
 
 
 

 
 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
26 Brian Muir 
28 Macy Green 
29 Rob Hankey 
30 Becky Zielinski 
31 Chelsea Beers 
31 Derek Green 

 
  
    
    

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
 1 Frank & Esther Kiss 

8 Lance & Becky Zielinski 
 
   

Keep those cans a-coming…   
We will have a complete 
report in September’s 
newsletter for you.  



 

FORD MEMORIAL LINK PAGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNION AVENUE LINK PAGE 

 
WOMEN IN FAITH 

 

      Our next Women in Faith meeting will be      
           Monday, September 14th at 1:00PM.  
  
   
   

 
  
   

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST 
BIRTHDAYS 

 

10 Dawn Curry 
11 Lori Walker 

19 Janice Bernot 
 
    
 
    

 
    
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
    
    

AUGUST  
BIRTHDAYS 

  

14 Sharon Ulisky 
19 Ruth Gallaher 
    
  



 
 
 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 


