
 
      
         
         
           

 
                                         

 
 

 

                      
 
 

 
                     

 
 
                                                                                                

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

  
  
  

ALLEGHENY RIVER CHARGE 
                                                             Senior Pastor: Terri Wells 
                                                  Cell Phone: 814-952-4695 

E-mail: terriwells53@aol.com 
  First United Methodist Church-301 N Jefferson Street, Kittanning PA  16201      724-548-4312 

         Sunday Bible School 8:45 AM  Worship 10:00 AM        
Email: fumchurchkittanning@comcast.net 

Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 9:00-Noon  Tuesday & Thursday 9:00-5:00 PM         
Pastor Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 11:00AM- 4:00 PM 

 Website: firstchurchkittanning.com 
Fax: 724-548-5157       Rainbow Road: 724-543-7569 

Parsonage- 307 N Jefferson Street, Kittanning PA  16201       724-543-4808 
 

Ford Memorial United Methodist Church-1024 Fourth Ave, Ford City PA  16226         724-763-1540 
    Worship 11:15 AM     Email: fordmemorialchurch@gmail.com 

 
Union Avenue United Methodist Church-421 Union Ave, Kittanning PA  16201        

724-543-5012            Worship 9:00 AM            
 

FEBRUARY 2026 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
Please get articles to the office no later than 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 2026 
Please have your articles on time. Thank you 
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JANUARY LECTIONARY READING 
               
   
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

JANUARY SIFT 
 The January SIFT Luncheon will be held on Thursday, January 15, 2026, 
at noon in the Covenant Center. The menu will be Busy Day Lasagna, 
Tossed Salad, Roll and Fruit Cup. The program will be “Balance & Fall 
Prevention”, presented by the Physical Therapy Department of ACMH. 
Reservations can be made from Monday, January 5th through noon on 
Monday, January 12th. Please call 724-548-4312. Phone reservations only 
will be accepted and will be limited to 75. You will need to give a name for 
each reservation made along with a contact phone number. Please call to 
cancel as there may be a waiting list. Doors will open at 11:30 AM. Please 
use the parking lot door. See YOU there! 

 
 
 

 LENTEN DEVOTION 
Things to do in December: Decorate house 
    Buy presents 
    Put up tree 
    Write devotion for Lenten Devotional! 
 That’s right. The 20th edition of the Lenten Devotional will be printed next year. But we need your 
help. Forty devotions are needed for the forty days of Lent (not including Sundays). The devotionals 
will be available to be picked up at the church beginning the Sunday before Ash Wednesday. The 
deadline for devotions to be received in the church office will be January 25, 2026. So take time this 
December and prayerfully consider writing a devotion (or 2 or 3) for this meaningful and worthwhile 
ministry of our charge. We encourage members from all 3 churches to participate. We use the style of 
devotions as seen in the Upper Room. They don’t have to be lengthy or complicated. Just include a 
scripture passage and a thoughtful devotion for the season of Lent. We look forward to next year’s 
edition of the Lenten Devotional. Thank you, Your NOW committee 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR ALLEGHENY RIVER CHARGE VBS 
JUNE 15-19, 2026 

 
 

January 18, 2026 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 49:1-7, Psalms 40:1-11, 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9, John 1:29-42 
 
January 25, 2026 
3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 9:1-4, Psalms 27:1, 4-9, 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18, Matthew 4:12-23 
           
  
 
 

January 4, 2026 
Epiphany Sunday 
Jeremiah 31:7-14, Psalms 147:12-20, 
Ephesians 1:3-14, John 1:1-9, 10-18 
 
January 11, 2026 
Baptism of the Lord 
Isaiah 42:1-9, Psalms 29, 
Acts 10:34-43, Matthew 3:13-17 
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HAPPY RETIREMENT AUDREY! 

 Audrey Green, our First Church Secretary, is retiring after over 25 years of “office 
duty”. Audrey has been a staple in the church office and her knowledge and expertise 
will be missed. Please join together to wish Audrey good health, happiness and 
relaxation as she enters into this new season of her life. Don’t worry, Audrey says she 
will continue to be an active volunteer at First Church. 

 Congratulations to Audrey on a job WELL DONE!                   First Church Staffing Team 
 

INTRODUCING DENNIS HOFFMAN! 
 Effective, January 5, 2026, Dennis Hoffman will be the First Church/Charge 
Office Assistant. Dennis and his family attend First Church. You may remember 
Dennis in the Pizza Hut Trailer at the Folk Festival Booth. His wife, Kelly, has served 
as a Children’s Sunday School Teacher. Dennis and Kelly have three daughters, 
Hayley, Hannah, and Hallie. Hayley and Hannah are now young adults and Hallie, a 
high school student, serves as an acolyte and bible School volunteer at First. 
 Please welcome Dennis to the First Church Office!       Cindy Volek, Chair 
                First Church Staffing Team/Charge SPRC 
 

NEW OFFICE HOURS AT FIRST CHURCH! 
Starting January 5, 2026, there will be changes in Office Hours at First Church. The 
new hours are Monday and Wednesday: 9AM-Noon 
                       Tuesday and Thursday: 9AM-5PM(Closed for lunch Noon-12:30) 
                        Friday: Closed 
 

COUNTERS   USHERS       ACOLYTES  LIVE STREAM 
  4 Melissa Bureau    4 Asbury    4 Olivia Green    4 Sue Hankey 
11 Melissa Bureau  11 Asbury  11 Logan Green  11 Steph Hankey 
18 Tim Scaife  18 Epworth  18 Hallie Hoffman  18 Ray Johnson 
25 Tim Scaife  25 Epworth  25 Caden King  25 Brenda Beers 
 
        BELL   WELCOME  SCRIPTURE  SOUND 
RINGERS    CENTER    READER  SYSTEM 
  4 Adalie Rearigh    4 Sarah Heckert    4 Melissa Bureau    4 Tim King 
11 Olivia Green  11 Melissa Bureau  11    11 Jeff Hankey 
18 Chris Hankey  18 Marybeth Dean  18 Sarah Heckert  18 Chelsea Beers 
25 Emersyn McGregor 25 Carolyn Hancock 25     25 Carlee Beers 
    

WINTER IS HERE 
The Trustees have arranged for snow plowing for the winter, but we are in need of 
someone to clear the walks around the church and Covenant Center. If you would 
like to help or know someone who would be able to help, please let us know by 
calling Ken Lazan at 724-664-4037 or contact the church office at 724-548-4312. 
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ALTAR FLOWER DATES AVAILABLE IN 2026 
These dates are still available for altar flowers in 2026. The arrangements will be 
$35.00 each. Please let the office know if  you are interested in any of the dates. 
Thank you. 
JANUARY 4, 11 18  FEBRUARY 15  MARCH 1, 8, 15, 29 
APRIL 19, 26   MAY 24, 31   JUNE 28 
JULY 5, 12, 19   AUGUST 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 SEPTEMBER 6, 20 
OCTOBER 18, 25  NOVEMBER 1, 29  DECEMBER 13, 27 
   

JANUARY MISSION 
  The January mission is to collect funds to purchase a sheep from Heifer 
International. Heifer International provides resource animals to people all over the 
world, giving them a way to make income and improve their lives and the lives of others 
in their community. A sheep provides wool which can then be made into clothes and 
other goods to be sold. We hope you’ll help us support this mission! 
 

 
                   TOUCAN REPORT 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
THANK YOUS  

Dear First United Methodist Church, 
 We appreciate your support of HAVIN through your October Mission with your donation of 
$303.85. community support is so important as we continue to provide services to those impacted by 
domestic violence, sexual assault, and child abuse. Thank you for helping us to provide those 
services and make a difference in our community! With Many thanks, 

           Laurie Johns, HAVIN Executive Director 
 

Thank you from Brenda and myself for all the Christmas cookie orders. We enjoy making them 
for you and hope you enjoy them with your families. We are looking forward to a new year of 
Christian Fellowship and service to all.            Melissa B 

JANUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 

  4 Donna King 
  6 Pam Coggon 
11 Natalie Baker 
11 Joseph Kachur-20 years 
 
 
 

 
  
 
     
    
    
  

THIS MONTHS CAN 
COUNT 

 
November 15 through 

December 15 
  3,907 cans 

This year’s total 
  22,942 cans 

We extend our Christian compassion and 
concern to Scott Jamison on the death of 
his wife, Anne Jamison. Anne passed 
away on November 25, 2025.  

WOW! The cans you brought in this past month was 
great. This really adds to the total we can give to 
Armstrong Habitat for Humanity. The need for housing 
is great in this community. Amazing how a simple 
aluminum can will build someone a home. Just bring 
in those cans and drop them off on the ramp or wood 
bin by the garage. Keep up the good work. And Thank 
You. Melissa B 
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JANUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 

  1 Cheryl Anderson   20 Natalie Kamer 
  2 Vicki Shaffer   23 Jerilyn Lloyd 
  3 Nathan Czapor   25 Joan Russell 
  7 Tom Frantz   26 Brooke Arblaster 
  8 Jim Boartz   28 Sean Arblaster 
17 Amanda Dingey 
    
  
   
 
    

 
    
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
    
    

JANUARY  
BIRTHDAY 

  5 Donna Shaffer 
     



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


