FIRST CHURCH WEEKLY CALENDARSUNDAY, December 14th
Third Sunday of Advent
8:45 AM Sunday Bible School
10:00 AM Worship
11:00 AM Choir
2:00 PM Camp 43-CC

MONDAY, December 15th
6:00 PM Dart Ball

TUESDAY, December 16th
7:00 PM New Found Freedom-CC

WEDNESDAY, December 17th
 5:30 PM Choir 
 

Thursday, December 18th
12:00PM SIFT Luncheon-CC

Friday, December 19th

Saturday, December 20th
7:00 PM We Surrender- CC
 
[bookmark: _Hlk133307222]SUNDAY, December 21st
Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:45 AM Sunday Bible School
10:00 AM Worship
11:00 AM Choir
12:00 PM Cookie Fellowship-Library


 
 
 

 















 











THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are presented to the Glory of God


THANK YOU to the following individuals for assisting with today’s service:
Usher Team: 				Epworth/Melissa Bureau
Scripture Reader:   		         Sarah Heckert
Worship Sound System:  		Tim King	 
Bell Ringer:				Emersyn McGregor
Welcome Center Greeter:		Melissa Bureau
Acolyte:     					Caitlyn Kachur
Live Stream:				Greg Toth

DECEMBER newsletters are at the doors. 

JANUARY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
SUNDAY, DECEMBER14TH

   
December 14, 2025
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 301 N JEFFERSON ST, KITTANNING PA                               Church Phone: 724-548-4312
E-MAIL: fumchurchkittanning@comcast.net                  WEBSITE: www.firstchurchkittanning.com
PASTOR: Terri Wells               	 CELL PHONE: 814-952-4695	     E-MAIL: terriwells53@aol.com CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Monday – Thursday 8:00-12:00
PASTOR TERRI OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday 10:00 AM-4:00 PM







MUSIC VIDEO   Chris Tomlin’s “Joy to the world (Unspeakable Joy)        

MUSICAL PRELUDE    
                    
ANNOUNCEMENTS

RINGING OF THE WORSHIP BELL
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                  

Leader: Beloved, we gather to rejoice in God who does wondrous things, who promises that someday all manner of things shall be well.
 
People: We rejoice in the truth of the day that all the earth awaits. 

Leader:  We worship with joy now, confident that God will not stop until all creation is at peace.

People: We rejoice in the truth of the day that all the earth awaits.
 
Leader: We lift up our voices in song and story, in prayer and praise, as we remember and rejoice in all that God has done and will do among us. 

People: We rejoice in the truth of the day that all the earth awaits.  

Leader: Come! Let us worship God with joy as we work with God toward the day when all of creation lives in everlasting joy.
 
People: Come! Let us rejoice in the truth of the day that all the earth awaits.

OPENING PRAYER  
Holy God of Joy, We rejoice in the reality of who you are. We live within the joy of your love for us. Our contentment comes and goes.      Our happiness ebbs and flows. Our feelings depend upon our circumstances, our physical health, our brain chemistry. But our joy is deeply rooted in our identity as your beloved children. And we give you thanks. Amen. 

*HYMN                   “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”                No. 218

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING--VIDEO

JOYS AND CONCERNS/PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER

ANTHEM            “Sing Noel!”                   
                 
CHILDREN’S SERMON
The Children are dismissed to practice the Christmas Play.

 *HYMN             “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”                     No. 89      
  
SCRIPTURE       Psalm 146:5-10              O.T. p. 581
Leader: This is the Word of God, for the people of God,
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON              “The Joy of Knowing God”       

OFFERING/OFFERTORY/*DOXOLOGY/*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: praise Him all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Gracious God of deep joy, even when storms rage and doubts rise, you call us to look for healing, hope, and signs of your grace breaking in. in this Advent season, we bring these gifts as expressions of joy. May our giving bear witness to your good news: that the blind still see, the lame 
still walk, and the poor still receive care. Use these offerings and us as signs of your coming reign. Let us be lights in the storm, and carriers of joy. In the name of Jesus, our hope and our Redeemer. Amen. 

*HYMN                      “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”                 No. 251

[bookmark: _Hlk196376407]*BENEDICTION
Advent people, go now in the blessing of God’s joy, confident that the day we await is close at hand and ready to cooperate with God in building the kingdom of God on earth as it is in heaven. Amen. 

*Please stand in spirit or in body.
Ask an usher for a large print hymnal or bible or personal hearing device.


[bookmark: _Hlk201216315]We extend our Christian compassion and concern to Scott Jamison on the death of his wife, Anne Jamison. Anne passed away on November 25, 2025. 

POINSETTIAS
Since we will not be having Christmas Eve service at our church this year, please take your poinsettias home on Sunday, December 21st. 


ALTAR FLOWERS DATES AVAILABLE FOR 2026
The flowers are $35.00 each. If you are interested in any of these dates, please let the office know. 
January 4, 11, 18	February 15			March 1, 8, 15, 29
April 19, 26			May 24, 31				June 28
July 5, 12, 19		August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30		September 6, 20
October 18, 25		November 1, 29			December 13, 27



DECEMBER  MISSION
Our December mission will be to support the food bank at Grace Presbyterian Church. Items that their families value include peanut butter, soup, pasta, tomato sauce, canned fruit, macaroni and cheese, tuna and canned chicken. As always, your financial support is also appreciated. You can leave your donations on the tables in front of the church. Please see Emily with any questions.

CHRISTMAS EVE CHOIR
	As we start new traditions together, the First church choir would like to ivite anyone planning on attending Christmas Eve service to join wiiht us for anthems in the evening’s service. We will have two evening rehearsals in December (10th and 17th) at 5:30 PM in the library room at First Church. Please reach out to Emily King to let her know you plan on attending (724-664-0098 or emilyscaifeking@gmail.com). We hope you will come lift your voices with us this holiday season!

DECEMBER SIFT
 The December SIFT Luncheon will be held on Thursday, December 18, 2025, at noon in the Covenant Center. The menu will be Baked Ham, Scalloped Potatoes, Green Beans, Applesauce, Rolls and butter. Everyone attending is asked to bring cookies to share for dessert. The program will be “The Christmas Shephard”, First person presentation by Ed Walters. Reservations can be made from Monday, December 1st through noon on Monday, December 15th. Please call 724-548-4312. Phone reservations only will be accepted and will be limited to 75. You will need to give a name for each reservation made along with a contact phone number. Please call to cancel as there may be a waiting list. Doors will open at 11:30 AM. Please use the parking lot door. See YOU there!
 




 CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE INVITATION
Dear Friends and community Members,
	You and your loved ones are warmly invited to join us for the Allegheny River Charge Christmas Eve Service, which will be hosted this year at Ford Memorial United Methodist Church. The decision on the location was done by drawing the name from the hat. Next year First Kittanning will be hosting Christmas Eve.
	Event Details
		Date: December 24, 2025
		Time: 6:00 PM
		Location: Ford Memoral United Methodist Church
		1024 4th Ave, Ford City PA  16226
	This special sservice is a new concept, bringing together the Allegheny river charge community to celebrate the birth of Christ with carols, scriptrue readings, and candlelight. All are welcome—bring your family, friends, and neighbors for an evening of worship and fellowship.
	We look forward to celebrating this holy night with you. Merry Christmas and blessings to you and yours!   Allegheny River Charge

LENTEN DEVOTION
Things to do in December: Decorate house, Buy presents, Put up tree
				Write devotion for Lenten Devotional!
 That’s right. The 20th edition of the Lenten Devotional will be printed next year. But we need your help. Forty devotions are needed for the forty days of Lent (not including Sundays). The devotionals will be available to be picked up at the church beginning the Sunday before Ash Wednesday. The deadline for devotions to be received in the church office will be January 25, 2026. So take time this December and prayerfully consider writing a devotion (or 2 or 3) for this meaningful and worthwhile ministry of our charge. We encourage members from all 3 churches to participate. We use the style of devotion as seen in the Upper Room. They don’t have to be lengthy or complicated. Just include a scripture passage and a thoughtful devotion for the season of Lent. We look forward to next year’s edition of the Lenten Devotional. Thank you, Your NOW committee
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