FIRST CHURCH WEEKLY CALENDARSUNDAY, December 28th
10:00 AM Worship
 
MONDAY, December 29th
 Offices Closed

TUESDAY, December 30th
Offices Closed
7:00 PM New Found Freedom-CC

WEDNESDAY, December 31st
New Years Eve
Offices Closed
 

Thursday, January 1st
Happy New Year
Offices Closed

Friday, January 2nd

Saturday, January 3rd
7:00 PM We Surrender- CC
 
[bookmark: _Hlk133307222]SUNDAY, January 4th
8:45 AM Sunday Bible School
10:00 AM Worship
11:00 AM Choir
 


 
 
 

 















 











THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are presented to the Glory of God


THANK YOU to the following individuals for assisting with today’s service:
Usher Team: 				Oxford/Donna Lazan
Scripture Reader:   		         Sue Hankey
Worship Sound System:  		Carlee Beers	 
Bell Ringer:				Cecilia Rearigh
Welcome Center Greeter:		
Acolyte:     					Olivia Green
Live Stream:				Brenda Beers

JANUARY newsletters are at the doors. 

FEBRUARY newsletter deadline, Sunday, January 18, 2026

We thank Michael for filling in for Emily today. 
   
December 28, 2025
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MUSIC VIDEO    Zach Williams-“Fear is a Liar”       

MUSICAL PRELUDE    
                    
ANNOUNCEMENTS

RINGING OF THE WORSHIP BELL
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                  

Leader: Beloved, we have waited, watched, and witnessed the coming of the Christ child. As we gather today on the other side of Christmas, we might be tempted to ask, “What now?”
  
People: We continue to wait and watch for the day that all the earth awaits.

Leader: In this season of Christmas, we remember that though Christ has come among us, the good news of freedom for captives, flourishing for the poor, and power returned to the disempowered does not reign in so many places.  

People: We continue to wait and watch for the day that all the earth awaits.
 
Leader: With Mary and Joseph, we listen for God to show us how to protect and advocate for the vulnerable among us.  

People: We continue to wait and watch for the day that all the earth awaits. 

Leader: As we gather to worship today, may God bind us together in love, empowering us to live as followers of the Christ child who declare good news wherever we go.   
People: We gather today as people who wait, watch, and work for the day that all the earth awaits. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

OPENING PRAYER  
Loving God, we confess our sins against you and one another and pray that you will fill us with your light, that we may live our lives as true disciples in your name, without counting the cost. In the name of Christ, the one who showed us the way, we pray. Amen. 

*HYMN              “Joy to The World, The Lord Is Come”              No. 246

JOYS AND CONCERNS/PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER              
                 
CHILDREN’S SERMON

 *HYMN             “Praise to The Lord, The Almighty”                    No. 139        
  
SCRIPTURE                    Matthew 2:13-23    O.T. p. 2
Leader: This is the Word of God, for the people of God,
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON             Joseph Conquered Fear       

OFFERING/OFFERTORY/*DOXOLOGY/*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: praise Him all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Steadfast God, even when the world makes no room, even when fear seems stronger than hope, you are with us. In the flight to Egypt, in the cries of grief, in the fragile beginnings of new life, you make a way. receive these gifts, O God, as signs of our willingness to make room for your kingdom among us. Use what we bring-not just our treasure, but our time, our voices, our compassion-to heal what is broken, to protect the vulnerable, and to embody your saving love. In the name of Jesus, our Light in the shadows. Amen.
 
*HYMN                      “O Sing a Song of Bethlehem”           No. 179

[bookmark: _Hlk196376407]*BENEDICTION
Go and serve your God with patience and passion. Be deliberate in enacting your faith. May the Lord Bless you and keep you; May the Lord lift his face to shine on you and be gracious to you. May the Lord lift his countenance upon you and grant you Peace. Amen and Amen. 

*Please stand in spirit or in body.
Ask an usher for a large print hymnal or bible or personal hearing device.
[bookmark: _Hlk201216315] 
 NEW OFFICE HOURS
Starting January 5, 2026, there will be changes in Office Hours at First Church. The new hours are Monday and Wednesday: 9AM-Noon
                       Tuesday and Thursday: 9AM-5PM(Closed for lunch Noon-12:30)
                        Friday: Closed

WINTER IS HERE
The Trustees have arranged for snow plowing for the winter, but we are in need of someone to clear the walks around the church and Covenant Center. If you would like to help or know someone who would be able to help, please let us know by calling Ken Lazan at 724-664-4037 or contact the church office at 724-548-4312.

 DECEMBER  MISSION
Our December mission will be to support the food bank at Grace Presbyterian Church. Items that their families value include peanut butter, soup, pasta, tomato sauce, canned fruit, macaroni and cheese, tuna and canned chicken. As always, your financial support is also appreciated. You can leave your donations on the tables in front of the church. Please see Emily with any questions.
 2026 OFFERING ENVELOPES
Your 2026 offering envelopes are available at the front doors. If there is not a box for you and you would like to have one, please see Melissa Bureau or let the office know.

LENTEN DEVOTION
Things to do in December: Decorate house
				Buy presents
				Put up tree
				Write devotion for Lenten Devotional!
 That’s right. The 20th edition of the Lenten Devotional will be printed next year. But we need your help. Forty devotions are needed for the forty days of Lent (not including Sundays). The devotionals will be available to be picked up at the church beginning the Sunday before Ash Wednesday. The deadline for devotions to be received in the church office will be January 25, 2026. So take time this December and prayerfully consider writing a devotion (or 2 or 3) for this meaningful and worthwhile ministry of our charge. We encourage members from all 3 churches to participate. We use the style of devotions as seen in the Upper Room. They don’t have to be lengthy or complicated. Just include a scripture passage and a thoughtful devotion for the season of Lent. We look forward to next year’s edition of the Lenten Devotional. Thank you, Your NOW committee

JANUARY SIFT
 The January SIFT Luncheon will be held on Thursday, January 15, 2026, at noon in the Covenant Center. The menu will be Busy Day Lasagna, Tossed Salad, Roll and Fruit Cup. The program will be “Balance & Fall Prevention”, presented by the Physical Therapy Department of ACMH. Reservations can be made from Monday, January 5th through noon on Monday, January 12th. Please call 724-548-4312. Phone reservations only will be accepted and will be limited to 75. You will need to give a name for each reservation made along with a contact phone number. Please call to cancel as there may be a waiting list. Doors will open at 11:30 AM. Please use the parking lot door. See YOU there!
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