FIRST CHURCH WEEKLY CALENDARSUNDAY, May 18th
8:30 AM Youth Sunday School
9:00 AM Children’s Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship
2:00 PM Camp 43-CC
  
MONDAY, May 19th
6:00 PM End of the Rainbow

TUESDAY, May 20th
6:30 PM Finance
7:00 PM Church Council
7:00 PM New Found Freedom-CC

WEDNESDAY, May 21st
 
 

THURSDAY, May 22nd

FRIDAY, May 23rd

SATURDAY, May 24th
7:00 PM We Surrender- CC

[bookmark: _Hlk133307222]SUNDAY, May 25th
10:00 AM Worship
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 















 













THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are presented to the Glory of God
 in loving memory of Bill Pollard, (today would have been his 103rd birthday) given by June Pollard

THANK YOU to the following individuals for assisting with today’s service:
Usher Team: 				Epworth/Melissa Bureau 		  Scripture Reader:   			Dan Wolfe           		  
Worship Sound System:  		Chelsea Beers	 
Bell Ringer:				Emersyn McGregor	 
Welcome Center Greeter:		Marybeth Dean		 
Acolyte:     					Chris Hankey
Live Stream:				Ray Johnson	 

 MAY newsletters are at the doors. 
If anyone would like a newsletter emailed to them, just put your email on your connect card and I will add you to the list. 

May 18, 2025
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 301 N JEFFERSON ST, KITTANNING PA                               Church Phone: 724-548-4312
E-MAIL: fumchurchkittanning@comcast.net                  WEBSITE: www.firstchurchkittanning.com
PASTOR: Terri Wells               	 CELL PHONE: 814-952-4695	     E-MAIL: terriwells53@aol.com CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Monday – Thursday 8:00-12:00
PASTOR TERRI OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday 10:00 AM-4:00 PM






MEDIA SONG      Guy Penrod—“We’ll Understand it Better By and By” 

MUSICAL PRELUDE
                    
ANNOUNCEMENTS

RINGING OF THE WORSHIP BELL
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                  

Leader: In the beginning was the Dream.     

People: And the Dream was with God and spoke for peace. 

Leader: In the beginning was the Dream. 

People: And the Dream was with God and spoke for justice.

Leader: In the beginning was the Dream.
 
People: And the Dream was with God and longed for love. We come to worship the God of the Dream in a spirit of peace, justice, and love, longing to glimpse the promise of a holy dwelling place for all creation.  

OPENING PRAYER 
Ever-dreaming God, come to us now, in this time, opening our imaginations to your promise for us, in us, and in all you have made. We pray in the name of your Dream made flesh, Jesus the Christ. Amen.
 
HYMN                      “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”               No. 384

JOYS AND CONCERNS/PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER
SCRIPTURE           John 13:31-35       N.T. p. 108
Leader: this is the Word of God, for the people of God,
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON               The Love of John

MORNING ANTHEM               “Fall Like Rain”

HYMN                       “Precious Name”                                     No. 536
   
CHILDREN’S SERMON

OFFERING/OFFERTORY/*DOXOLOGY/*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: praise Him all creatures here below; Praise Himn above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Giver of life, You are the source of all good things. We entrust to you our gifts, that you would use them to make all know that with you, they are loved, can be made whole, and be restored. Amen. 

 *HYMN                “We’ll Understand It Better By and By”            No. 525
 
[bookmark: _Hlk196376407]*BENEDICTION 
Here is the commandment…love one another. Let this love flow through each and every one here today as we travel out into our communities. We ask Lord that you let your love shine through us. So be it. Amen. 
   
*Please stand in spirit or in body.
Ask an usher for a large print hymnal or bible or personal hearing device.

 JUNE NEWSLETTER DEADLINE, SUNDAY, MAY 25TH
I WILL DO JULY SEPARATE THIS YEAR.

CPR/FIRST AID and VBS STAFF meeting, 
Thursday, May 29th at 6:00 PM in the Library Room.
VBS planning is going well, and we have had a good response for staff volunteers! Nelda has offered to do a Pediatric CPR/FIRST AID training session for the VBS staff (and anyone else who would like to attend). We’ll start the CPR training at 6:00PM, followed by a VBS staff organization/training meeting. Since we have several people helping for the first time this year, we will go on a walk-about so everyone gets to know each other and all the locations and what to expect the week of VBS. We hope to see you there!

VBS Help needed   (June 23-27) 9:00-noon 
Thank you to everyone who has already volunteered to help in any way with VBS.  We are nearly fully staffed but could still use a couple more crew leaders, even if you can only attend a day or two.  Do you know any teenagers who would like to get Community Service hours for National Honor Society or Leo Club?  

Snacks could still use: 
Juice boxes; Sandwich size Ziplock bags; cookies; pretzels; goldfish crackers or other smallish crackers.  We have someone donating 10 cases of water, so we probably do not need any more water! 

Crafts could still use: 
Gallon size zip lock bags; white glue; permanent markers (Sharpies) slightly used is OK! I think I MIGHT have enough maps, but if you are already gathering some, I will certainly still accept them!   

If you have any questions see Sue (724-545-1656) or call the church 
724-548-4312.
[bookmark: _Hlk187307111]
VBS REGISTRATION FORMS ARE AT EACH DOOR.

MAY MISSION
   We are going to collect donations for the Hope Center Ministries. Hope Center Ministries is a nonprofit organization that operates a Christ-centered recovery program for alcoholics and addicts. They were founded in 2007 with the intention of providing a practical and effective solution to the epidemic of addiction in our society. THE PURPOSE of Hope Ministries is to provide men and women with the opportunity to overcome their drug and alcohol addiction through their faith. THE PROGAM is designed to show these individuals how to find peace and lasting freedom from their addictions through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. They offer a 12-month program for those struggling with drug and alcohol addiction.
  
COVENANT CENTER ART SHOW
Attention: Artists and Photographers, the 31st annual show is coming:
July 31-August 4th
	The committee has met, a judge has been found, and sponsors have been contacted. Applications will be out on May 1st and the website has been updated. Exciting news this year, we have two new money awards in all categories given by the Armstrong County Arts Council.
	Now it is time for you to get started. Artists pick up those brushes and pencils. Photographers keep on snapping those photos. We are anticipating the biggest and best show ever this year and we can’t do it without you. Questions can be answered at the church office 724-548-4312 or myself at 724-859-2607. Melissa Bureau
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