FIRST CHURCH WEEKLY CALENDARSUNDAY, April 13th
Palm Sunday
8:30 AM Youth Sunday School
9:00 AM Children’s Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship
  
MONDAY, April 14th

TUESDAY, April 15th
7:00 PM New Found Freedom-CC

WEDNESDAY, April 16th
10:00 AM Parsonage Cleaning 
 

THURSDAY, April 17th
12:00 PM SIFT Luncheon-CC
 
FRIDAY, April 18th

SATURDAY, April 19th
10:00 AM Parsonage Cleaning
7:00 PM We Surrender- CC

[bookmark: _Hlk133307222]SUNDAY, April 20th
Easter Sunday
8:30 AM Youth Sunday School
9:00 AM Children’s Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship
11:00 AM Choir
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 















 













THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are presented to the Glory of God

THANK YOU to the following individuals for assisting with today’s service:
Usher Team: 				Oxford/Linda VanSicklin 		  Scripture Reader:   			Carolyn Hancock          		  
Worship Sound System:  		Jeff Hankey	 
Bell Ringer:				Jocelyn King	 
Welcome Center Greeter:		Melissa Bureau		 
Acolyte:     					Chris Hankey
Live Stream:				Steph Hankey	 

 April newsletters are at the doors. 
If anyone would like a newsletter emailed to them, just put your email on your connect card and I will add you to the list. 

 April 13, 2025
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 301 N JEFFERSON ST, KITTANNING PA                               Church Phone: 724-548-4312
E-MAIL: fumchurchkittanning@comcast.net                  WEBSITE: www.firstchurchkittanning.com
PASTOR: Terri Wells               	 CELL PHONE: 814-952-4695	     E-MAIL: terriwells53@aol.com CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Monday – Thursday 8:00-12:00
PASTOR TERRI OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday 10:00 AM-4:00 PM






MEDIA SONG                        Hosanna-A Palm Sunday Song

MUSICAL PRELUDE
                    
ANNOUNCEMENTS

RINGING OF THE WORSHIP BELL
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                  

Leader: Today, we join Jesus in the final ascent to Jerusalem, knowing the depths we will descend on our journey through Holy Week.  

People: Open the gates of righteousness, that we may come worship God! 

Leader: We join the disciples in declaring that Jesus, riding on a donkey, is our ruler, the One who will bring peace and salvation for all. 

People:  Open the gates of peace, that we may come worship God! 

Leader: We join with the bystanders who questioned and wondered who this Jesus really is, who feared the consequences of angering the  powers that be.  

People: Open the gates of truth, that we may come worship God! 

Leader: The journey through Holy Week brings us face-to-face with the stark reality of sin and God’s faithfulness to save.  

People:  Open the gates of salvation, that we may come worship God whose steadfast love never fails! 


OPENING PRAYER 
Lord, we gather on this day to begin a week of contrasts. From hope to despair to hope again. As we begin the week, as we join with the crowd, help us cut through the noise to see what is happening, to see what is at stake. As the story unfolds, open us to both the hope and the pain. In this time of worship, prepare us to celebrate, to weep, and to wait. Amen.
 
HYMN                           “Here I Am, Lord”                                No.  593

JOYS AND CONCERNS/PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER
  
SCRIPTURE               Luke 19:28-40      N.T. p.  83
Leader: this is the Word of God, for the people of God,
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON            “Mixed Emotions”

SPECIAL MUSIC                          “Be Ye Glad”           Ray Johnson

HYMN                “Precious Lord, Take My hand”                       No.  474

CHILDREN’S SERMON

OFFERING/OFFERTORY/*DOXOLOGY/*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: praise Him all creatures here below; Praise Himn above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
 God of Peace, who reigns in unexpected ways, we gather before you in this season of Lent, bringing our gifts as an offering of our hearts. Just as the crowd welcomed Jesus with shouts of praise, we offer our lives in service to your kingdom. Use these gifts to bring hope, healing, and love to a world longing for your peace. Guide us to give generously with joyful 


































hearts, knowing that in our giving, we proclaim your reign of grace. Bless these offerings and all who give in the name of Christ, our Savior. Amen.

*HYMN                “Stand By Me”                                             No. 512

 *BENEDICTION 
 Friends, Go forth humbly to serve the God whose love endures forever. Go forth in the name of the Christ who entered Jerusalem on a lowly donkey. Go forth in the strength of the Holy Spirit that calls us to rejoice in this very day God has made. God’s love endures forever. God’s love endures forever. Amen!

*Please stand in spirit or in body.
Ask an usher for a large print hymnal or bible or personal hearing device.

We thank Janice Bernot for subbing for Emily today.

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS
We need help for wall washing and window cleaning in the parsonage on Wednesday, April 16th and/or Saturday, April 19th at 10:00 AM. All items will be supplied for wall washing, window cleaning and bathroom cleaning. Please bring, if you like, rubber gloves, rags, step stools, or any preferred cleaning products. Contact Ken Lazan @724-664-4037 to reserve your time.

ANNUAL SPRING CLEAN UP
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Let’s spruce up our church for the season. Weed, leaves, litter, and clippings all need removed. Saturday, May 3 @ 10:00 AM. (Rain date, Saturday, May 10th @ 10:00 AM) Rubbish bags will be supplied. Please bring your garden gloves and/or preferred garden tools if you like. Contact Ken Lazan @ 724-664-4037 to confirm. 


MARK YOUR CALENDARS
VBS WORKDAY
We will be having our annual VBS workday on Saturday, May 17th beginning at 9:00 AM. This will be held at Audrey Green’s house. 140 Upper Hayes Run Road, Kittanning. There will be something for everyone. Painting, cutting, glueing, etc… (nothing too hard) Please let Audrey or Sue know if you will be coming. Thank you, see you there.

[bookmark: _Hlk187306569][bookmark: _Hlk170887948]SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
The applications for the Margaret M. Patton/Jean Elgin Memorial Scholarships is available in the church office. In order to qualify for the scholarship, you must:
1. Return the completed application in its entirety on time.
2. Be a member of the First United Methodist Church of Kittanning.
3. Participate in or help with at least three church activities during the last 2 years.
Applications are due in the office no later than Wednesday, April 30th

HOLY WEEK
THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 2025
Maundy Thursday/Good Friday Service
5:00-7:00 PM at First Church
This service will have a full Last Supper table set. There will be a blessing of the elements at 5:00 PM. Then the pastor will remain at the table while people can watch the meditational video that will run overhead. This video will go through the original Last Supper event and scripture along with Good Friday events, with thought provoking ideas of the Holy Week. Then people can come forward to commune at the table when they are ready then quietly leave or stay for more meditation time.




EASTER SUNDAY
APRIL 20, 2025
Service at all three churches which will include full communion at each church. This will be done by old school style, groups will come forward to stand or kneel at the altar and two stewards to serve from each side and we commune together.

[bookmark: _Hlk178231630][bookmark: _Hlk180652135]EVERYONE IS INVITED TO A DARTBALL OPEN HOUSE ON
MONDAY, APRIL 14, 2025, AT 6:00 PM-CHURCH BASEMENT

VBS 2025
VBS will be held the week of June 23-27 from 9 to noon.    We have selected Cokesbury's VBS "Road Trip-On the Go with God".   Let Sue Hankey or the office know if you are interested in helping this year. We still need crew leaders.
[bookmark: _Hlk187307111] 
APRIL MISSION
 Our April mission will be the Ruth M. Smith Center in Sheffield, PA. The purpose of The Ruth M. Smith Center, a National Mission Institution of the united Methodist Women, National Organization, is to minister to the social, educational, emotional, spiritual, and physical needs of dependent children, youth, adults, and families regardless of race, religion, or national origin. Our donations will help fund this care home for many of our brothers and sisters. Please see Emily with any questions.

COMMUNITY LENTEN SERVICES
Kittanning Ministerial Association will hold community Lenten services at:
Passover Seder-6:00 PM, April 11 at First Baptist Church, 334 Arch St, Kittanning. First come, first served for a maximum of 125. 
Good Friday Service- Noon, April 18 at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 218 N. Jefferson St.-Rev. John Hopkins     For information call 724-548-5609.


image5.png
/2 /12 SUNDAY

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!

MarTiew 2139 (1v)
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