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PREFACE

	Wednesday, March 5, 2025 is Ash Wednesday. It is the first day of Lent, a forty-day period, not including Sundays, prior to Easter Sunday. It is a time of self-reflection and repentance to cleanse us and prepare us for Easter. It is a time of special emphasis on things of the spirit and a time when we look carefully at the Cross.
	It is a time when we spend more of our day in prayer, meditation, and reflection. To aid families of First Church in doing those devotions, it is our wish that each church family will use this devotional booklet each day.
	May you grow in faith and love in this Lenten Season.

Note:
	This year we are including contribution from past years.
  
							
The Nurture, Outreach & Witness Team






                                                                                        


Wednesday, March 5, 2025
Who is Amos?

Amos 1:1; The Words of Amos, one of the shepherds of Tekoa-the vision he saw concerning Israel two years before the earthquake, when Uzziah was king of Judah and Jeroboam son of Jehoash was king of Israel.

	In our exploration of the Bible, the Jr/Sr High Sunday School students have learned about some of the less popular stories in the Bible. Amos is one of those less known characters in the Bible. He was a shepherd in the Southern part of Israel, whom God chose to deliver His message to the Northern part of Israel. The unusual thing about that was: the Northern part of Israel was comprised of the 2 tribes that decided to worship God and the Southern part of Israel, the remaining 10 tribes that had chosen to step away from God. God chose an unusual person to take His message to His believers and warn them about their pending judgment and destruction. They had started to sin by exploiting the poor, enslaving the poor, worshipping false gods, engaging in sexual sin and illegal loan practices. God had enough of their behavior and after numerous attempts to show them the error of their ways, He was done.

	The Bible uses symbolism in its stories: Amos’s use of God being portrayed as a lion with teeth, instead of the protecting shepherd, was to show another side of God. A plumb line, as a picture of how we use God’s word as a measurement of our life choices. A ripe basket of fruit that on the surface looking so delicious, but in this instance, it was a symbol of God’s tolerance was coming to an end. The chapter ends with Amos telling of God’s judgment and destruction but also the reassurance that not all of Israel will be destroyed. The restoration of Israel would come through David’s descendants, not as an earthly king but as the king of our spiritual kingdom and rule forever. The Jews in Amos’s time lost sight of God’s love and caring. His message is the same message we need to tell today. God can use anyone, even you, to tell His message of love and redemption.

Prayer: Dear Heavenly and Compassionate Father,
	I ask you to use me today. Open my eyes to see the needs of others around me. Open my ears so I can hear the cries of the needy. Make me the person you want me to be. Give me the strength to follow your direction, not to question you, but just to follow you. Amen.                                     Melissa Bureau
Thursday, March 6, 2025

Listen Closely…

We should listen closely,
To hear the gentle rain.
We should listen closely,
To hear a child in pain.

We should listen closely,
To a best friend’s voice.
We should listen closely,
When they ask, “Do I have a choice?”

We should listen closely,
When joy is in the air.
We should listen closely,
Because love is everywhere.

Why should we listen closely?
Because there is love all around.
Please, listen closely,
So love and goodness can be found.


 



Friday, March 7, 2025

1 Peter 4:10; Whatever gift each of you may have received, use it in service to one another, like good stewards dispensing the grace of God in its varied forms.

I must admit that it is on rare occasions that I find myself thinking a lot about any given sermon. A recent sermon on the parable of the talents found me touched deeply by a woman who demonstrated what I believe was a prime example of using the gift she was given in the service of others. On this particular Sunday afternoon while making my daily visit to a memory care facility, I observed a woman who I had not seen before sitting at the table talking to one of the residents. I will call this woman Angel. As Angel was talking to this resident, the resident began to smile. After a few minutes, Angel moved to a small group of residents sitting together. It only took a few minutes until she had a conversation with all of them involved. I soon realized that Angel must visit often as she called each of the residents she went to by name or made a point of asking their name if she didn’t know it. She went to and said something to each of the residents that were not sitting there sleeping. I am sure that her short visit was the highlight of the day for most of the residents. When she made her way around the room to us, she stopped and introduced herself and asked our names. She told me she always felt compelled to talk to everyone when she came there to visit her mother-in-law. She certainly used her gift in the service of 
others.


Heavenly Father, we thank you for the gifts you give to us. Help us to find and use our gifts in the service of others. Amen
Tim Scaife


	
 

 



Saturday, March 8, 2025

Some Things Just Take Time…

Our World is in such a hurry,
To get to places or to get it done.
Everyone is so serious right now,
Nobody wants to have fun.

We order our food from others,
It takes too much time to cook.
We watch our movies on our cell phones.
Because it takes time to read a book.

We don’t have time to be a parent,
Our young children are in daycares.
There is no time to read them a story,
About ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears.’

It takes time to walk in the forest,
Or to sit by a bubbling brook.
It takes time to sit still with nature,
And really take a long look.

It takes time to help a stranger,
Struggling to shovel his snow.
It takes time to sit with an old friend,
Who is not knowing which way to go.

Find the time to show your kindness,
To each other in your own way.
Because some things do take time,
Let these things show you a better day!



Monday, March 10, 2025

Isaiah 41:10; Do not fear: I am with you; do not be anxious: I am your God. I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.

	About 8 ½ years ago, Harry had a very bad fall and sustained a traumatic brain injury. He had brain surgery, and unbeknownst to us, our lives would be changed forever. We’ve had so many ups and downs, but within the past two years, Harry has declined. I am now a full-time caregiver. It can be draining physically, mentally, and emotionally. I feel so alone and shed lots of tears. I was recently reminded in a Bible verse, that I am not alone. Matthew 11:28 – come to me, all who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.
	Jesus is our caregiver. He came in human form to preach God’s word, he helped the poor, he healed the sick, and he spent time with people who were considered “bad”. Jesus cared for them, took care of their needs, and gave the ultimate sacrifice for us so we can have eternal life. 
	I now know that Jesus knows what I’m going through. I can give my worries to him and know that I’m never alone!

Lord, please help the caregivers to not grow resentful or angry; but help them to roll their cares upon you and trust that you will take care of them and the loved one they are caring for. Amen.

Michelle Waldenville



  

Tuesday, March 11, 2025

Exodus 2:22; “I have been a stranger in a foreign land.”

Thoughts about this verse.
	Who is a foreigner? Is it a refugee? Today all you hear about is sending these people home. Where is their home? Where does Jesus want them? How are they different from us?
	I have two children. They belong in my family, and in “God’s” family. Yes, they are different. But God loves them both the same as I do.
	One time my daughter said she felt I loved her brother more because I always seemed to let him do more than her.
	Then my daughter got married and had a boy and girl. She told me, “Mom, now I know that you loved me just the same as you love my brother. My brother needed different things at different times than I did.
	I think how we treat foreigners differently. We don’t give them a chance to become one with us. You tell us “Love one another” not just the ones that look like you, talk like you or live beside you all your life. Love one another. In Ruth 2:10. She fell down and asked Boaz, “Why are you so kind to me? “I am only a foreigner.” He said, “I have heard how you left your homeland to live here among complete strangers”. 
Lord is this what the U.S. need to do to foreigners? Throw them out?  
Let us search our hearts.

Lord Almighty, we need your compassion for people all over the world. We need to come together as one. Love one brother, Lord, touch our hearts. Amen.



 




Wednesday, March 12, 2025
Piece of Cake
Proverbs 16:5; The Lord detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this: they will not go unpunished.

	When Sue asked me to teach the Jr/Sr High School Sunday class, I was unsure of my capabilities in this area. I was not the most learned person about Bible facts and had never read the whole book. But I agreed and held onto the hope that Sue and God knew what they were doing. I have been doing this for several years and it seemed to be going along well. The students seemed to be learning valuable lessons through the music videos and the Biblical movie series that was meant to help teach valuable lessons in the challenges of becoming and staying a Christian in today’s world where being a Christian is not the most properly thing to be. And honestly I thought that “I got this”. I was learning a lot in the preparation of the classes, and I was enjoying the conversations that developed between the kids and myself.
	This past year, the class decided to walk through the lesser-known books of the Bible, and I was okay with that idea. Over time I had gathered reference books and had gained some more knowledge and so I felt confident in the idea of walking through the Bible and exploring some of the unknown stories and the people that helped create the Bible that we use as a guide in our everyday walk with God. We started with the prophets and as part of the lesson I drew a simplified map of the division of the 12 tribes as reference point of where each prophet came from and also to where and who they were sent to tell of their prophecy. It was only after three or four prophets that I discovered that… my map was upside down. So, I had to confess my mistake to the class and clarify that even though my map was upside down, the message of the prophets was the same. People had stepped away from God and after many attempts to show them their errors. God was angry and that judgement would be coming. Also, that God’s judgment is tempted with mercy and forgiveness.
	The most valuable lesson I learned throughout this mess was that like my students were merciful and understanding and willing to continue on with the business at hand. I was mortified when in my preparation for class, I have made such a big of an error, all because I had become over confident in MY abilities. The service work we do for God is not done and completed under our power. We can only do his work through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Dearest Heavenly Father,
I am sorry for my short comings and ask for your forgiveness. I have become proud of myself and forgot that…I am nothing without you and was put on this earth to serve you. I have become the servant that thinks he is the master. Please forgive your humble servant and allow me to try again today. Use me in whatever way you choose and never let me forget that it is you that is doing your work through me. Amen.
Melissa Bureau
Thursday, March 13, 2025
Handy Handiwork
Ephesians 2:10; For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

	Do you consider yourself “handy”? Can you fix things by yourself? Well, I can tell you that I do not consider myself “handy”. I will always be calling the plumber, the electrician, or whatever repairman I might need. If I were to attempt those repairs, the results would not be pretty.
	But there are other ways that I can be “handy”. Listen to what Paul tells us in Ephesians. We are God’s handiwork. And God knew how we would be “handy” when He made us. He has prepared us to do “good works”.
	“Good works” are different for each one of us. “Good works” could be imbedded in the profession that we choose. Are you a teacher, a nurse, a doctor, a law enforcement officer, or another kind of service worker? “Good works” begin there.
But our “good works” should reach beyond those connected to our profession. There are “good works” that you can do for your family and in your community. Do you need to give care to family members? Do you call or visit those that are homebound or in a personal care home? Do you send a card with a personal note to someone that you haven’t connected with in a while? Do you offer rides to those that may need help? Have you offered to listen to someone who needs a sounding board? Do you volunteer in a community organization or your church? Have you just smiled at a stranger as you pass on the street? This list could go on and on.
Stepping out and doing “good works” can be daunting. But remember Paul tells us that we are God’s handiwork, and that God has planned and prepared us to do these “good works”. We need to ask for God’s help and guidance as we find ways to reach out to others. If we do this, we will discover that we are “handy”; we are prepared for “good works”

Prayer: Our Father, maker of all things good. You are the Master Planner, and You know what You have prepared for us to do. Help us to listen to Your direction and follow how You have determined that we show that we are Your handiwork. Help us to always do “good works” that share our love for You to others. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen

Cindy Volek
Friday, March 14, 2025

Who Are You, Really?...

Everyone has a name.
You will always be someone.
So, who are you, really?
Who have you become?

Do you sometimes think about,
Your one childhood dream?
Is your life you live today,
All that you want it to mean?

You can be someone special.
You can be someone great.
Let your love shine through you,
Tomorrow is coming, it’s not too late.

So again, I ask, “Who are you really?”

 

 

Saturday, March 15, 2025

Taking A Stand

Ephesians 6:11; Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.

	I am always surprised where God reveals His message. I was working my way through some mixed up and confusing emotions this past year and in the middle of all that, I decided to take on a new task for the church. This past year, my dear friend got sick and passed away. I am speaking of Jim Ternent. When he first fell, I took it upon myself to assume crushing cans for the outreach program for Habitat for Humanity. The place Jim crushes and stores his cans are in the back corner of the church basement, not the brightest and cheeriest place to serve God. But this task gave me the opportunity to have some quiet time and crushing cans is a mindless task so my mind would wander.
	One of the places my mind wondered to: was on the fact of how strong an aluminum can really is. The can is designed to be strong, light weight and reusable. If you ever try to crush a can just by applying pressure of your foot, it is difficult. Even using a can crushing device, it is less difficult but still it did put a strain on my elbow and cause some discomfort. But I discovered if you just compromise the can in any way, just making the smallest indent in it, the can will crush more easily and if you use both hands the job is even easier. In the same way our spirit can be crushed by the pressures of today’s lifestyles and demand. God made us strong in spirit to love Him and others. So how do we keep ourselves strong against evil when it only takes the smallest indent to make us crush under Satan’s evil plots.
	The Bible tells us to put on the armor of God: the belt of truth, breastplate of righteousness, shield of faith, helmet of salvation and the sword of god’s word. We must read the Bible and study so we learn the truth of God’s word. The breastplate covers our heart protecting it and ensuring His approval. The shield protects us from Satan’s flaming arrows, we need to see beyond the circumstances and know that victory is ours. The helmet protects our mind from doubting God’s saving work for us. The sword is the only weapon in the list of armor. Sometimes we need to take the offensive against Satan. What I learned was that I need my church and the fellowship of my church family to help me through. Church is as important as my belief and faith in God. I am even stronger when I stand with God and my fellow believers.

Prayer: Dearest Heavenly Father,
	God, give me the strength to fight the evil in this world. Keep me safe while I am in it. Let me serve you the best way I can under your direction. Bring my peace with the actions I take and let those I encounter be better because of you. Amen.                                             Melissa Bureau
Monday, March 17, 2025
 
Philippians 4:6-7; Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the  peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

I love musicals. For me, there is something about the emotions and messages that musicals are able to deliver that just doesn't get communicated in other genres; life lessons in interesting (and sometimes silly) ways. One of my favorite musicals is "Come From Away" which tells the real story of the planes diverted from US airspace on September 11th. In the show, one of the characters explains how he figured out a communication method with a plane passenger that didn't really speak English by using Philippians 4:6 from passenger's bible to get them "speaking the same language". 
Anxiety is part of my daily life. I am way too busy for my own good. I struggle to tell people "no" even when I know it will stretch me further. I want to do all the things for everyone to the best of my ability. This verse rings through my every day. When I am feeling overwhelmed at all of the tasks and expectations, I come back to this verse. "Do not be anxious about anything." God doesn't expect us to do it all. He knows we stress over the big and small things and make mistakes. In this Lenten season, remember that no matter what, we can turn to God for his peace, understanding and forgiveness.

Dear Lord, help me understand the that through your grace and love I can find relief and comfort in your peace. Help me share your love with others through my interests. Amen.

Emily King

 

Tuesday, March 18, 2025
Words of ‘I love You!’…

My young children every day,
Would tell me, “I love you!”
Those words would warm my heart.
Because I knew that they were true.

Now my children have all grown,
And have moved so far away.
The words of ‘I love you.’ Now.
Are not spoken every day.

My days were sad and lonely,
Because those words I did not hear.
Then a small and quiet voice,
Whispered in my ear.

I heard the words of God that day,
And they were spoken just for me.
He said, “I love you” so beautifully,
No matter where I may be.

Now He speaks to me each morning,
And whispers to me each night.
His love is never far away,
It is always in my sight.

His “I love You” makes me smile,
Even when I may shed a tear.
Every day I hear His love,
And I know that He is always near.




 
Wednesday, March 19, 2025
Jesus Way, Wesley Way

Mark 12:29-31; Jesus states: “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” This passage emphasizes the importance of loving God and loving.

	John Wesley understood the message from Jesus, that the most important of the ten commandments is to love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”’ John knew that keeping these commandments were of upmost importance to have a relationship with God. This was the motivating message for John Wesley to develop the three simple rules of living for Christ the Wesleyan way.
	John Wesley formed the United Methodist church on these three key rules: 1) Do No Harm, 2) Do Good, and 3) Stay in Love With God. That is what we, as United Methodist are to be doing. Do no harm, means watching what you say before you say it. Do not say things that will bring harm to others. Watch what you do before you do it, is what you’re about to do going to harm another person? The rule of doing Good is self-explanatory. Spend your days trying to do good things for others without selfish motives. Is someone’s life going to be better from what you are about to do? Stay In Love with God. When you love God first you will want to do things to please Him. We should strive to do things that will bring a smile to our father’s eye. Before we should do anything, we should ask, would we be proud to stand before our father when He hears about what you are doing? As we spend this Lenten season reflecting on what Christ has chosen for us, let us also reflect on what we as, Unted Methodists, are doing to honor the three simple rules upon which our church foundation is built. Are we harming others? Are we doing good things and are we acting like we are loving our God?

Dear loving, Holy Father, may you keep us on the path of goodness as we strive today to do no harm to any other human being. We strive to do good things for others that will bring happiness to you. May we continue to love you in a way that brings happiness and peace to our souls. AMEN
Pastor Terri Wells
 
Thursday, March 20, 2025

HELLO……

We all know some little words
And one of them is “hello.”
It’s a word that we all use
No matter where we go.

We smile and say it quite often
To our family or to a friend.
But it should be used more frequently
That is not where it should end.

We should smile and just say it
To the person living on the street.
Or maybe to a stranger
That you may occasionally meet.

Say “hello” to that elderly person
Who doesn’t dress very well.
That small word may just help.
So try it, you never can tell.

A smile and a very little word 
Can go a long, long way.
Besides, you never really know
How it can make someone’s day!

 



Friday, March 21, 2025

“Let there be peace on earth let it begin with me.”

     As we enter this New Year, no words are more appropriate at this time than the beginning line of one of my favorite and inspirational songs.  These powerful lyrics were penned by Sy Miller and Jill Jackson.  I regret that I am unable to share any background info on this couple.  Suffice it to say that their words contain significant meaning to me.  In time, I will share the rest of the lyrics but for now let me relate why I have chosen this song.  To begin with, my neighbor in Michigan is Muslim-American.  The family is one of the kindest and compassionate I have ever known.  My son’s roommate at college was African-American for four years in a college setting that did not possess a great deal of diversity.  What a blessing that our son saw beyond the color line.  I was also raised in a  high school atmosphere which was extremely diverse although at the time I was perfectly at ease with all races and cultural backgrounds.  Looking back what a marvelous experience!
     Today, there seems to be conflict among all peoples and cultures.  Where is the peace in this world?  As a Christian, I was taught to accept all and to shun no one based on religion or race.  This volatile world is a great concern to me as a Christian and member of the human race.  Where is it going to end? We need to love each other, be more tolerant of each other, and communicate with each other…    Those are just some of the reasons that I feel it is imperative for me to relate to this song.  Now here are the rest of the lyrics and my prayer for all:
“Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be”
With God as our Father, brothers all are we.
Let me walk with my brother in perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me,  Let this be the moment now,
With every breath I take, let this be my solemn vow;
To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally!
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.”
     The above passage was written for the 2016 Lenten Devotional.  Where are we now?  Almost 8 years have passed, and as we as a universal world have still harbored these divisive feelings and comments.  As Christians let’s not forget the Golden Rule, and apply it daily with dealing with all kinds of volatile situations.  Remember we are all members of the human race.  God bless all.
			Gail Blaney
     

 Saturday, March 22, 2025
Journey
Exodus 12:50-51; All the Israelites did just what the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron. And on the very day the Lord brought the Israelites out of Egypt by their divisions.

	Tim and I love to drive, sometimes we have a plan and sometimes we just drive and see what happens next. Several years ago, we planned a trip and part of that trip was to drive from Cass WV to Gettysburg. We had everything we needed for the trip such as snacks, gas in the car, a paper map and our GPS. There was a point where the map got a little confusing and it appeared different than the GPS. We were only 5 hours away from Gettysburg and in that split second to decide which way do we go; I convinced Tim to follow the map and ignore the GPS because it didn’t make sense what it was telling us to do. Well, Tim learned a valuable lesson on that trip…his wife did not know how to read a map. We ended up travelling up the mountain in a zigzag fashion and after numerous hours of driving through some beautiful countryside, we found a town with a hotel and a place to eat. After a good night’s sleep, we loaded the car, fueled it up and turned on the GPS. Surprisingly we were still hours away from Gettysburg. It was a memorable trip of beautiful scenery and fun, but Tim will never let me decide which way to go ever again. Today he will pull over, read the GPS and then choose which way to go. He is a very smart man.
	This story reminds me of the Israelites and their journey from Egypt to the promised land. They had everything they needed, Moses to lead them and God’s direction and protection. It was only when the people chose to go their own way and lose faith in God that their journey became longer than it had to be. They chose to worship other gods, wine and complain about their circumstance and not trust what Moses was saying. First, they would not follow the spoken words from Moses, so God gave them written directions on how to live their lives. Still, they kept stepping away from God, like we zigzagged up the mountainside. It did not take us 40 years to get to our destination, but it did take extra time to get there. It was also a stressful and exhausting detour, and it would have been better just to follow the GPS.

Most Gracious and Loving Father,
	I am glad you have given me the direction on how to live my life. You have blessed me and my family with your love and gifts. I cannot imagine my life without you leading the way. guide me through this day and keep me safe from harm. Your love is all I need. You are my guide and my light, show me the way and shine your light in the darkness. Amen.
Melissa Bureau
	
	


 Monday, March 24, 2025
Mark 14:51-52 (NIV); A young man, wearing nothing but a linen garment, was following Jesus. When they seized him, he fled naked, leaving his garment behind. 

OUR THOUGHTS 
In the book of Mark, this verse concludes the arrest of Jesus in Gethsemane before his trial.  Some of the kids in our children's Sunday School class found this verse, and as all kids do, had a giggle at someone being "naked".  We looked in other versions of the Bible and concluded it WAS in all of them, but not in the other Gospels.  
We started to discuss WHY Mark would include this and why all translations agree.  The first answer was, Mark was pointing out why it is always important to wear underwear, but although it was a funny answer, we didn't think it was correct! 
We pondered, "Who was the young man and why didn't he scatter along with the disciples".  We wondered "Why does it specify a linen garment”?     After some research, we see that biblical scholars have asked the same questions.   Some think the young man may have been Mark himself since he was a good friend of Peter.   Some think the linen clothes may have been sleeping clothes; perhaps the young man had heard the commotion and rushed from his bed to see what was going on.   Perhaps the linen clothes falling off were symbolic of the empty linen cloths found in the tomb on Easter morning.    
When the young man was "exposed" as a follower of Jesus, was he more embarrassed at his lack of clothes, or was he more embarrassed to have been found to be a follower and if had he known the condition he returned home in, would he have followed Jesus in the first place? 
We don't know the answers but we will continue to follow Jesus because we know there is nothing embarrassing about following Jesus. 

PRAYER 
Dear God, Please help us to remember to follow Jesus in everything we do today and every day of our lives. Amen 
FUMC Children’s Sunday School Class



Tuesday, March 25, 2025

 BLESS THE CHILDREN
Mark 9: 36-37 He took a little child and had him stand among them.  Taking him in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”

	I thought I knew what I would write about for my devotional until I was watching and listening to the children’s program in church on Dec. 23rd.  I was suddenly overwhelmed by the thought of all the Christmas programs where children were missing this year.  With the New Town tragedy and others this fall that were closer to home, I had been struggling with the losses.
	 We have been blessed over the last couple of years to see the number of babies in our congregation increase. Each new arrival is celebrated by the crowd around the pew when each baby makes his or her first appearance.   It is a joy to hear the baby sounds or cries.  It doesn’t matter. Watching them grow, run off to the nursery where all the toys are, participate in their first program, acolyte and even sing in the choir is a privilege. 
	 The children are our future and our responsibility.  As parents our duty is to read the Bible stories at home, teach Christian values, and bring them to church.  We have such a dedicated group of Sunday School teachers who take that responsibility very seriously and prepare each Sunday for their classes.  As a congregation, I think we truly love and welcome each of those little lives, as Jesus did.  As you hear those baby sounds, take that time to thank God for that life, that parent who has made sure they are in church, and for our blessings by being involved in that life.
  
Prayer:  Dear Father, thank you for our children.  Thank you for the joy that they bring and the hope that they offer for the future.  May we always welcome them as we would welcome you.  Amen
							 Linda Scaife
(from 2013 Devotional)




Wednesday, March 26, 2025

Life’s Dreams…

Every child has a dream.
To be someone when they ‘grow up’.
But life finds a way to ruin this.
It always seems to disrupt.

Somewhere in your heart’s corner,
That dream stays tucked in.
It really never goes away.
It is just waiting to begin.

So, take that dream that you have,
And hold it close to your heart.
Love it and cuddle it tight,
Because it just needs a new start.

It will not be very easy,
To let a dream begin to grow.
Often you will tempted,
To just stop and let it go.

A childhood dream is strong and pure.
It can make your life complete.
So find your dream and let it grow.
The result can be really neat!







 

Thursday, March 27, 2025
Changed
1 Samuel 10:6; The Spirit of the Lord will come powerfully upon you, and you will prophesy with them; and you will be changed into a different person.

	My son made a comment one day shortly after I got married, he said “Mom you are different”. He was right. I had changed in a lot of ways after getting married and started sharing space with Tim.  My cooking style changed, my home décor changed, and a dog was in the house. All these changes came to be because I decided to love and share my life with someone. If we change that much when we encounter someone else, how much of a change can we expect when we decide to love and share our lives with God?
	The first person that comes to my mind when I think of “total change” after meeting God is Mary Magdalene. She was a woman who was possessed with seven demons. The name she was using at that time of her encounter with Jesus was Lilith. Their interaction may have been short in time, but the impact of Jesus calling her by her real name, Mary and telling her that God made her and that he had redeemed her and she was his. WOW, that was big. Mary experienced Jesus’s recusing power in h er life. But being freed from her demons didn’t automatically remove her difficult circumstances. She still had the painful memories and broken relationships, and consequences that came from life gone awry. But now, she had Jesus. She found the kind of rest that only comes from communing with the Creator, and she wasn’t about to lose His presence. She became one of His devoted followers.
	Mary came from the town of Magdala, this town was so morally bankrupt that Rome ultimately destroyed the city for its corruption. In her life of debauchery, she didn’t feel precious to anyone and evil had a stranglehold on her life. Mary was broken and ruled by evil, cut off, cast aside, and ashamed of who she’s become. But God rescued her, accepted her, and restored her. For that she became a faithful follower supporting Jesus’s ministry with her presence and finances. She was devoted even after Jesus’s death and resurrection. It was not just the initial miracle that secured Mary’s allegiance to Jesus: it grew as she followed him. She listened intently to his teachings and marveled at his compassion. She had zero ability to make herself presentable to God. But in an instant, she was healed-her body and heart transformed. She traded the familiar for the unknown. She trusted Jesus not only for her physical well-being but also for her ongoing sanctification.

Beloved Father, I have no words to express my gratitude for your forgiveness. I am an unworthy servant and not deserving of your love and compassion. Create in me the desire to learn more about you, so I can draw closer to you. Make me into the person you want me to be. Love me and hold me close for this day is about to start and the unknown is scary. Lead me into the unfamiliar and strengthen me for the journey. Amen.					Melissa Bureau
Friday, March 28, 2025

Words from a “Father”

My father was a very kind man.
He loved me so much every day.
His words were spoken with kindness.
There was wisdom in what he would say.

My father has now passed on.
And he is no longer around.
Although I wish he were here with me,
His presence just cannot be found.

Then I heard a soft whisper,
One day in my ear.
It was the voice of ‘God Himself,
Saying, “It’s ok. I will always be near.”

God, also, is a Father,
And He speaks to me with His love.
He dries my tears, and holds my hand,
As He reaches down from above.

The loving words of the ‘God’ Father,
Can be with you every day.
God will love and care for you,
In such a precious and blessed way.
 



 




Saturday, March 29, 2025
John 8:12 “Jesus said am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life"

	On a recent vacation to the Outer Banks in North Carolina, my husband, brother-in-law and I rented a house for the week looking directly out over the ocean. I have always loved being on or near the water, and the ocean’s beauty fascinates me. We spent many hours walking along the shore, fishing and photographing the beauty of God’s creation. I couldn’t help but notice that when the sun went down, what had been so vibrant and alive, now appeared dark and desolate. When we sat on the deck of our house and looked toward the beach, all was dark and dreary. It was impossible to see the waves, birds and boats that we enjoyed during the day. However, when the sun rose in the morning, there was renewed joy and what had seemed to be dark and lifeless came to life again. When Jesus was crucified, the disciples were brokenhearted. Their world was dark and desolate. They were unable to see their master and enjoy the beauty of his presence as they had done for the previous three years. Jesus’ lifeless body had been placed in a cold stone tomb. The disciples had heard Jesus say that after three days he would arise. But, like the beach after dark, they could not see the light.
	Luke 24:1-8 tells us that on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took spices and went to Jesus’ tomb. They found the stone rolled away and the tomb empty. Two men in gleaming white clothes stood beside the tomb and asked the women why they looked for the living among the dead. They said that Jesus had risen just as he said he would. Then they remembered his words.
	Our world seems very dark at times. We get discouraged. It is impossible for us to see through the darkness. Worries, money problems, illness and family situations get us down. But even then, we must look for the morning. We must look for the light. We must remember that Jesus died for our sins that we might have eternal life. But he arose in the morning that even in our darkest moments we can have assurance that Jesus will prevail. He has risen! Hallelujah!!

PRAYER: Dear God, thank you for sending Jesus to die for our sins. Help us to remember that no matter how dark this world gets, Jesus is the light of the world. Amen.
Sarah Heckert
(From 2013 Devotional)
Monday, March 31, 2025

 
PERSPECTIVE

     It was one of those days when you just don’t want to get out of bed.  The alarm went off just before 5:00 a.m., and after hitting the snooze button a couple of times, I finally rolled out to start another work day.  I was feeling pretty crappy because of a cold, or allergies, or whatever was attacking my respiratory system, and I longed to just chuck it all.
     Thinking about the stacks of work waiting for me on my desk, I knew I had to power through and head on in to the office.  I have been a caseworker for the Department of Public Welfare for over 27 years.  As you can imagine, the job has always had its share of frustrations, but budget cuts and attrition have decimated our staff and left us with caseloads that are double what they used to be.  There just are not enough hours in the day to do everything that should be done.
     That day I had gone into a supervisor’s office to confer about a case.  It is her practice to post inspirational quotes on her door – her way of coping, I guess.  This day, the message was, “The things you take for granted someone else is praying for.”  And as I thought about that, I realized that I really did need to change my perspective, because that’s all that I can change.
     Paul tells us in Philippians 4:8, “Finally brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things.” (NIV)  It may sound trite, but counting your blessings really can help change your attitude.
     It’s a struggle, but I try to remind myself on these days when it’s an effort to crawl out from under the covers, that I really am fortunate to have a warm home to return to, and a steady job that has enabled me to live comfortably.  I’m grateful for the people who have touched my life in a positive way, and for the freedoms that we take for granted every day.  I’m still not thankful for my respiratory issues, but at least I have medicine and health insurance to deal with them!

Prayer:  Lord, please help me to remember to approach each day with a positive attitude and with praise and thankfulness for all of Your blessings.
Donna Lazan
(From 2013 Devotional)
Tuesday, April 1, 2025

Take A Minute

We live in a fast-paced world
Whether we like it or not.
We often make big decisions.
Some are made on the spot.

It only takes a minute or two
For us to decide what to do.
This decision can affect others
And will always have an effect on you.

Why not make the most of that minute.
Take that time to be nice.
Kindness is so fulfilling,
And it comes without a price.

Spend a minute with someone
Just to chat and say hello.
Smile, laugh, and share your dreams
Before it is time to go.

A minute is such a short, short time.
So use it with much care.
See, it only takes a minute
To show some kindness and to share.









 Wednesday, April 2, 2025

 ROMANS 5:1-2 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 

	Paul tells that, because we have faith in our lord Jesus, we are also at peace with him. This faith, and now peace, he grants us and gives us a reason to rejoice in his love. He sealed his love for us with his great suffering and death on the cross. After he has given so much to us and suffered so much for us, we still, like Adam, find ourselves turning our backs to him and living our lives “our” way.

1John 4:19 says “we love him because he first loved us”. Yes, with all our sins, he first loved us. What peace his grace gives us. There is no greater love than he showed when he allowed himself to be beaten, laughed at, mocked, then put to death on a cross.

	This Easter let us all STAND UP AND SHOUT HIS GLORY!!

PRAYER:  Dear Lord, as we celebrate another Easter season, we come to you with heavy hearts when we think of the suffering Jesus endured for sinners like us. When we remember his victory over death we celebrate because he has guaranteed our victory over sin and eternal life with him. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.
Joe Heckert
(from 2013 Devotional)




 

Thursday, April 3, 2025
I Corinthians 23-24 ‘…but we preach Christ crucified; a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God”

	I have personally seen many crosses in many places (as all of us have) from in and outside of many Churches and in other places of worship and along the highways.
	Which crosses stand out in you memories? Really, the closest is ours, in our own sanctuary of FUMC at home. It makes me stop and meditate each time--how can you imagine our Jesus suffering and dying there. But the best image is him not there but arisen to live and be again with us.
	Another of my favorite crosses is the 60 foot high cross on the mountain top at Jumonville. I can remember when a cross was first there-it was wooden, rough but a beautiful sight. Now the cross can be seen for many miles—even at night for it is very well lighted. The cross was needed to communicate to all who visited Jumonville, and all who see it from afar, that everyone must make their own journey to the cross and receive the power of the cross.
	Recently I finally got to see the Cross at Jumonville for the first time in winter, with snow all around the camp. Many times through the years I have seen it—when the leaves and trees are out and hiding it from view until you find the right spot, in spring and fall it is more visible—every season has its beauty. But to stand, sit, kneel or walk around it close up is the “mostest” wonderful experience. Any time of day or night—sunrise, noontime, sunset, light or dark or the light of the moon.
	Our journey through this world must include the cross—the beginning of new life. Dale Evans (one of our “old timers” movie stars) said of her life “I spent most of my life searching for the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow, then I found it at the foot of the cross.”

	Forgiveness of sin and everlasting life in Christ is only found at the foot of the cross. Find your way there—no pot of gold, just the riches of God’s eternal blessings.

PRAYER: father, God lead all your people to find the foot of the cross and salvation.
Sally Felton
(From 2013 Devotional)

This message was based on a letter to Jumonville from Dan Mayo, pastor of New Vienna community Church in Ohio after a recent return to Jumonville where he spent much time for more than 30 years.



Friday, April 4, 2025

A Question for God…

I sat under my favorite tree,
And watched the clouds go by.
I smiled and said, “thank you, God,
For such beauty in the sky.”

“God, I have for you a question,
About how people worship you.
There are so many religions now,
And “God, which one is really true?”

I see so many different churches,
And they all are built just for You.
Your Sundays must be so busy God,
If being in them all is what You do.

The churches are so beautiful,
But every Sunday I sit under this tree.
I love the way the wind moves,
And the leaves always ‘dance’ for me.

So, God, I hope my sitting,
Here under our special tree,
Is enough for You to reach down,
And share this time with me.

God smiled and he spoke to me,
In His quiet and loving way.
“Dear child of mine, keep loving Me,
And we will meet some special day!”

Saturday, April 5, 2025

PRESENTS AND PRESENCE
Psalm 46:10 Be still and know that I am God
Psalm 16:11 In your presence is fullness of joy.

	During the recent Christmas season, I read an article that showed a relationship between two words that sound very similar: “presents” and “presence”. While Jean and I were visiting family in Missouri on Christmas day, we did experience an exchange of presents. Then a week later we returned home and had a similar exchange with members of our local area family. In each case, we had presents and presence. We joined the Psalmist when he wrote “In your presence is fullness of joy.” God and His love were present in each gathering.
	The Christian faith includes that, along with omnipotent (all-powerful) and omniscient (all knowing), God is ever-present, with us at all times. With the presence, we have the opportunity to share a relationship with Him. It is called “Prayer”. The INTERPRETER magazine recently had a series of articles entitled “TEACH US TO PRAY”. In it prayer is defined as a two-way communication, speaking and listening. The author of the article was the Rev. Tom Albin, and he wrote “I am convinced that God desires a relationship with us even more than we desire a relationship with Him. Mr. Albin believes that prayer is a living relationship with a living God and it is both spiritual and mysterious. Through prayer we do experience the presence of God and we are nourished and strengthened in ways we cannot always explain or express. Prayer is oxygen for the soul; we cannot live without it. I believe it is our responsibility to establish a situation where God’s presence and our presence are together as one.
	In my efforts in education, I tried to convince teachers that setting the stage for learning was a very important part of teaching. I think the same idea applies to prayer. We live in a very busy world which will take up much of our time and attention and we sometimes forget that God is ever-present. There is not a right or wrong way to pray and God will receive our attempts to pray with love and understanding. There are many written sources available to help us to pray and if we make the request, the Holy Spirit will teach you to pray in your own way. The Scriptures relate that even the apostles made a similar request in Luke 11:1-2 when they made the request of Jesus “Teach us to pray.” My own thought is that God waits for our prayers, long or short. His presence is there and our present is the joy that the Psalmist expressed.

Prayer: Praying for other people is an act of love. We pray because we care—and God cares also. Amen.
Pat Wolfe 
(From 2014 Devotional)

Monday, April 7, 2025

A Path Taken…

I decided to take a walk today,
Just a ‘walk’, nothing more.
I called my favorite dog to me,
And we slipped quietly out the door.

After we had traveled some,
I had to decide which path to take.
This path seemed to be so well-worn,
So I wondered, would leaving it be a mistake?

I decided to find my own path then,
To go alone and see what would come my way.
So we left the path of all others,
It wasn’t a place we wanted to stay.

We walked into the woods together,
And I knew that we had chosen right.
The warm sunshine fell on my shoulders,
And beautiful flowers were in my sight.

We found a small stream of water,
So I sat and watched it flow by.
It was so quiet and peaceful here,
That all I could do was smile and sigh.

Sometimes, in life, you need to go off the ‘path’.
of what others may think or what they may do.
Take time to find your ‘own’ way,
Find peace and quiet, do it just for you.





Tuesday, April 8, 2025

 WALKING ON THE WATER

Matthew 14 “Truly, you are the son of God.

	Matthew’s gospel shares the early travels of Jesus and his followers along the shores of Lake Galilee. As they travelled, Jesus completed the selection of his twelve apostles, talked to them about himself, and discussed the mission he wished to establish with them. Jesus used a number of parables in his teaching to make his examples more understandable.

	Their little group attracted a crowd of people and it became more difficult for Jesus to get closer to his disciples so he made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead of him to the other side of the lake. After he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on a mountainside to pray. When evening came he was alone, but the boat with the disciples was already a considerable distance from land and buffeted by waves for the wind was against it.

	During the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the water. The disciples were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. But Jesus said to them, “Take courage, it is I don’t be afraid”. Peter replied, “If it is you, Lord, tell me to come to you on the water.” “Come,” he said. Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water toward Jesus. But he became afraid and started to sink and Jesus reached out and caught him. When they climbed into the boat the wind died down. Those who were in the boat were amazed and worshipped him, saying, “TRULY, YOU ARE THE SON OF GOD.”

	The disciples had seen Jesus perform miracles and just prior to walking on the water they had seen him feed the five thousand. But it took an incident that could have brought personal harm to them to say “Truly, you are the son of God.” You and I might be called on to follow Jesus, to teach others, maybe even walk on water. But we must first believe and say with his apostles, TRULY….

Prayer; Our heavenly Father, together with the walking on water and other examples of Jesus actions, help us build our faith in him. Amen.
			Pat Wolfe
(From 2015 Devotional)
Wednesday, April 9, 2025

 Isaiah 26:4  Trust ye in the Lord forever, for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength. (King James)

	What awesome words to live by! Several years ago I was reading an article about Rosa Parks and it quoted this Bible verse, saying that it was one she used to guide her life. It stuck with me and has become a verse I refer to often and like to think of as my “life verse.”
	Trust is something God wants from us without reservation. It is the foundation for a relationship with Him. A devotional book I am using now recently had an entry that said it would be good to start a habit of saying, “I trust you, Jesus” in response to anything that happens to you. Even though I have believed in trusting God for years—probably most of my life—I have started actually saying those words often. I find that doing it makes me focus on not just the words but the meaning of them.
God has promised that if we trust Him completely to guide our lives, we can experience His peace. That’s a promise I want to hold Him to but in order for it to happen, I have to actually give up my worry and truly trust. That isn’t always easy. In good times, it is easy to trust. But when things are a little rough, even though I still say I trust and I want to trust, I find myself saying the same prayers for help over and over. That isn’t really trusting, is it? And when I do that and don’t give up the worry, I am in constant state of tension that wreaks havoc on me, mentally and physically. I don’t like that feeling. God WILL take that away and give me peace when I let go of the worry and trust Him to handle it. I KNOW that---I just have to do it and I think with more and more practice saying it, eventually, I will.
I have a sign on my wall in my bedroom that I see every morning. I copied it from a sign someone posted once in the faculty room of a school where I taught. It says, “Good Morning. This is God. I will be handling all your problems today and I won’t need your help. So relax and have a nice day.” That sums it up pretty well. God is in charge and He will handle things, so just trust and LET HIM do it!

Romans 15:13  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Lynn Sibley  (from 2015 Devotional)
Thursday, April 10, 2025

Luke 23:34  “Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.”

	In his agony our Savior looked down from the cross and witnessed and forgave the hateful, mocking and indifferent mob that surrounded Him. Unlike 2015, many in the crowd back then did not understand that this man was the Son of God.

	What must He think as He looks down on us today? Many Christians seem to prefer the image of that innocent baby in a manger who makes no demands on them to the beaten and bleeding Christ on the cross. That Jesus spent His ministry reminding us to love our neighbors, give to the poor and reject the ways of this world. What must He think when He sees Christians arguing over petty differences, Christians spending most of their time building up treasures on earth or Christians allotting so little of their time and resources to spreading the Word and helping the needy?. Sadly and too often, we know exactly what we are or aren’t doing.

	The miracle of Lent and Easter is that Jesus took on the sins and shortcomings of the world. Even when we hurt and disappoint our heavenly Father, we are offered love and forgiveness. With God’s forgiveness comes an expectation that we will not continue in the same sinful ways. When we truly experience God’s love, we want to obey and please Him. During the Lenten season, let us seek to not be full of excuses, but to be full of the Holy Spirit. With the power of the Holy Spirit, we can become more Christ like and be His hands, feet and voice on earth.

Saundra McKee 
(From 2015 Devotional)

	

                                               
 


Friday, April 11, 2025
I BELIEVE IN ANGELS

	I read recently that our faith package comes from people and also from circumstances. In my case the first people that influenced my faith development were, like most of us, my family members, my parents, and my maternal grandparents who made me aware of the way a Christian person is expected to conduct himself. As my life continued, there were other non-family folks involved in the process. Among them were Sunday school teachers, church pastors and others who had a concern about my faith.

	In addition to the people, the circumstances in which I lived were important items in the process of my faith development. In my junior high years, the community in which I lived, there was a very organized church athletic league. I enjoyed playing basketball and softball and was willing to meet the requirement of attending Sunday school or church three Sundays out of four in order to be eligible to participate. It was a morally healthy environment.

	Given the people and circumstances, I spent time reading the Bible and other related material which helped to put together a set of values that became part of a system of faith in the church and its teachings. During the Christmas season and in the Lenten observances there are many opportunities to make use of items in our beliefs that add to the meaning of the season. One of these for me is the role of the angels in many of the stories.

	My student Bible dictionary states that angels are messengers, heavenly beings created by God. Angels serve both in heaven and on earth. At times they have served as caretakers and as protectors. One important angel in the story of Jesus birth is the angel Gabriel. Luke’s gospel tells us that it was Gabriel who was responsible for giving Mary the announcement (the annunciation) that she, even though only an unmarried teenager, would give birth to the baby Jesus. Bill Graham writes that Mary’s response “I am the Lord’s servant. May it be to me as you have said” is one of the most remarkable demonstrations of faith in the Bible.

	It was only a short time later that another angel entered the scene. Jesus had been crucified and placed in the tomb. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to the tomb. There they found not Jesus body but an angel who said to them “do not be afraid, I know you are looking for Jesus, but he is not here, he has risen, just as he said”.

Prayer: Our heavenly Father, the angels in these two incidents filled very important roles in the birth and resurrection of Jesus. I pray that I will be ready when the time comes, to fulfill any role
that will allow me to serve him. Amen.		         
Pat Wolfe-(From 2015 Devotional)
Saturday, April 12, 2025

Hide and Seek…

Hide and Seek is a child’s game,
That is well-known to all.
One child slowly counts out loud,
While others hide behind a wall.

Adults don’t care to play this game,
Or maybe they do?
We may not hide in a secret spot,
Still we hide our emotions from view.

We hide behind a gentle smile,
And hope sadness will not be found.
We hide the truth of how we feel,
And hope we are safe and sound.

Let’s not play Hide and Seek today,
Let your feelings come out.
Share your thoughts with someone near,
That’s what happiness is all about.

 

Monday, April 14, 2025
 
The Modern Family
Mark 15:46

	My journey with a blended family has shown me that love knows no bounds, not even those of biology. The recent loss of my stepfather, who played a significant role in my life for 45 years, has made me appreciate the beauty of the chosen family. This perspective is echoed in the story of Joseph, who demonstrated unwavering devotion to Jesus. As I ponder my own experiences and the History Channel’s exploration of Jesus’s DNA, I am heartened by the realization that family is a product of love, care, and mutual understanding and nurturing.

	The History Channel brought to my attention that Joseph was Jesus’s stepfather who nurtured Jesus from cradle to death wrapping him in swaddling cloth, laying him in a manger, and purchasing the linens used to wrap Jesus. After Jesus was removed from the crucifix, Joseph wrapped and prepared Jesus for burial.

	Family is all about being there in your time of need.

Kimberly Johnson















Tuesday, April 15, 2025
 
Daniel 3:16-18 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to present a defense to you in this matter. If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O King, let him deliver us. But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and we will not worship the golden statue that you have set up.”

	Faith is not about everything turning out okay. Faith is being okay with how everything turns out. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were pressured to deny God, but they chose to be faithful to Him no matter what happened. They trusted God to deliver them, and they were determined to be faithful regardless of the consequences.
Always believed that when life goes smooth sailing, we tend to forget that we need God in our lives. It is during our times of trials that we are reminded to keep our faith. I myself experience one trial after another, and I find that it keeps my faith strong and strengthens my relationship with God as I study His word on how to handle those trials. We should be faithful to God whether he intervenes on our behalf or not. 
I have actually had someone tell me that they wouldn’t go to church because he was doing better on his own than I was doing by going to church on a regular basis. I don’t believe that and still am trying to explain to him that he isn’t doing better on his own. Judgment day will come and being on his own without God won’t get him eternal life. Our eternal reward is worth far more than any suffering we may have to endure first.

Vicki South
(From 2016 Devotional)








	Wednesday, April 16, 2025

The Cock Crowed
Mark 14:72 At that moment the cock crowed for the second time. Then Peter remembered that Jesus had said to him, “Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and cried.

	After Jesus was arrested in Gethsemane he was taken by the religious authorities to the house of High Priest Caiaphas. Accusations were made against Jesus and he was held overnight. Since the Romans did not permit the Jewish leaders to carry out severe punishment, Jesus would have to be taken to the Governor Pilate.
	The house of Caiaphas was built into the side of Mt. Zion (the location of Jerusalem) with stone steps leading up to it. Inside the house there was a room dug into the earth that was beneath the floor. The only opening into the underground room was a hole in the floor of the room above. Prisoners were lowered into the room by a rope that was then pulled up. There was no escape. Tradition says that Jesus spent that night in this dungeon. During the night, Peter denied knowing Jesus three times before the cock crowed.
	The next morning Jesus was pulled back up by rope and taken across the city to the Praetorium where he stood trial before Pilate, the Governor. Pilate could find no violation of Roman law and started to release Jesus but the crowd shouted to have Barabbas released instead of Jesus. Pilate washed his hands of any guilt saying “I am innocent of this man’s blood” and released Jesus to the crowd and Jewish officials to be crucified.
	Although the greatly expanding group of followers of Jesus believed that Jesus was the Messiah/Savior they had been looking for for many years, the Jewish religious leaders did not and accused Jesus of blasphemy by claiming to be the son of God, the Messiah. They held tightly to the traditions of their past and refused to recognize the new covenant God was offering through the Messiah Jesus.
	On the site of Caiaphas’s house now stands the church of St. Peter of Gallicantu (1931). Leading up to the church, built into the hillside are ancient stone steps. As we climbed the steps that day, we undoubtedly “walked where Jesus walked” 2000 years ago.
	If we were alive in those days, where would we be: in the crowd following Jesus who claimed something new and great was happening, or in the crowd of the old tradition? 
	How do we face decisions in our daily life?

Prayer: Almighty God-help me to follow your will as you reveal it to me through prayer and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Jim Ternent
(From 2016 Devotional)
 	   Thursday, April 17, 2025

Never Walk Alone…

Have you ever felt all alone?
Even with people everywhere?
Your life seems so empty.
You thought that nobody would care.

You know your family loves you,
And even your best friend.
Yet you feel a deep sadness,
That you think may never end.

You tried to be around others,
Maybe join a group or the Y.M.C.A.
You just wanted to feel better,
And to be happy again someday.

There is an answer for you.
His name is known near and abroad.
He will show you great happiness.
He is Jesus, the Son of God.

He will give you all that you need.
And He never uses a cell phone.
Jesus will stay by your side.
With Him, you will never walk alone.

 






Friday, April 18, 2025
 
 Jesus Betrayed
Matthew 26:48-49  Now the betrayer (Judas) had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.” At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings Rabbi!” and kissed him.

	After Jesus and his disciples observed Passover (the Last Supper) in the Upper Room, they crossed the Kidron Valley and entered the garden of Gethsemane located on the lower slope of the Mt. of Olives. While there, Jesus left his disciples to keep watch while he went a short distance away to pray.
	While Jesus agonized in prayer about what he knew was about to happen to him, the disciples could not stay awake and several times Jesus found them sleeping and rebuked them.
	Along came Judas (the betrayal disciple) and some religious authorities and some soldiers. Judas who had previously “sold out” to the religious authorities for 30 pieces of silver carried out his part of the plot by kissing Jesus (to identify Jesus as the one they were looking for).
	Jesus was immediately arrested and taken back across the Kidron Valley to the house of Caiaphas, the High Priest.
	Today the house of the “Upper Room” no longer exists but in its place is the Cenacle, a building that houses a large open room which commemorates the traditional location of their last Passover. On our trip—1999, Dr. Dan Stinson led us in a short sharing of bread and water (holding a Christian Communion service was prohibited in the building). And we went to places around the inside wall for personal prayer.
	Today in the Garden of Gethsemane stands the magnificent Church of Gethsemane (also called the Church of All Nations) (1924). Inside, in front of the altar, is a square area approximately 12’ x 12’ which is surrounded by a cast iron railing about 12” high which is shaped like a long branch of thorns. There we each had time for prayer.
	Outside the church is a garden area which contains about a dozen ancient olive trees, gnarled, twisted trunks and limbs coming up from old roots, existing from the time of Jesus.
	Although Jesus wondered why this had to happen to him, he knew that this was God’s will and plan and he was ready.
	When things go wrong for us, what do we do? Do we get angry, become resentful, look for revenge, blame others, blame God? It is in a time like this that we need prayer and put our problem in God’s hands to help us.

Prayer: Almighty God-give us the insight and willingness to come to you in our time of trial and error. Amen.
Jim Ternent
(From 2016 Devotional)
 
Saturday, April 19, 2025
THE RESURECTION
CHRIST LIVES!
CELEBRATE!

	The birth of Christ was predicted starting in Genesis. But not until the time was ready did he come into the world. Angels foretold the birth to various believers all over the earth – wisemen came from afar. We celebrate Christ’s birth. A star led the wisemen from afar – people gathered to celebrate – we use lots of stars in our enactments as well as Angels. A great event being celebrated – I like to imagine God directing the angels to arrange the star to lead not only the wisemen but the lowly shepherds to the birth place. What a great time in HEAVEN. Can you imagine the Joy of Heaven? The birth of the Christ child must have been a cause for a real celebration – the Angels lighting the stars and placing them. But life was not easy for this blessed gift from God or for his followers. From the beginning the family was in danger as well as Jesus’ followers.
	Jesus’ life on earth was very brief but the influence on all the creatures on earth – both good and bad.
	But the time passed until the evil ones got the upper hand! The story of the crucifixion and death is as horrific as any of our modern wars. BUT!!
	Christ was slain, dead and buried – THEN CAME THE RESURECTION – can you imagine the scene in Heaven with all the Angels and Saints!
	My personal picture was brought to me last year – I attended a 75 year anniversary at Jumonville – the beautiful white cross – EMPTY!  On the mountain top. As part of the celebration program one evening’s service was to include FIREWORKS on the mountain.
	I want to share with you, I had some misgivings about fireworks on this most sacred hilltop. My mind and heart were thrilled – I imagined the Angels and all the Heavenly Hosts were shooting stars in praise and thanksgiving for the miracle that Jesus was truly and forever alive!
	We should praise with songs and prayers and loud and long AMENS – CHRIST IS ALIVE AND WELL and is available for all.
	I never enjoyed fireworks as much as I did that evening.
PRAISE THE LORD
EASTER IS HERE

Sally Felton
(From 2017 Devotional)
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