FIRST CHURCH WEEKLY CALENDARSUNDAY, January 5th
Epiphany Sunday
8:30 AM Youth Sunday School
9:00 AM Children’s Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship 
 
 MONDAY, January 6th

TUESDAY, January 7th
7:00 PM New Found Freedom-CC

WEDNESDAY, January 8th
 
 
 

THURSDAY, January 9th
 
FRIDAY, January 10th

SATURDAY, January 11th
3:00-10:00 PM Roger Fink-CC
7:00 PM We Surrender- CC

[bookmark: _Hlk133307222]SUNDAY, January 12th
 8:30 AM Youth Sunday School
9:00 AM Children’s Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship 
2:00 PM Camp 43-CC
 

 
 
 

 















 












THE FLOWERS ON THE ORGAN are presented to the Glory of God

THANK YOU to the following individuals for assisting with today’s service:
Usher Team:    			  	Epworth/Melissa Bureau
Scripture Reader:             		
Worship Sound System:  		Carlee Beers
Bell Ringer:				Jocelyn King
Welcome Center Greeter:		Sarah Heckert 
Acolyte:     					Jocelyn King
Live Stream:				Brenda Beers


FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE BY SUNDAY, JANUARY 19TH.
 
TRUSTEES MEETING HAS BEEN CHANGED TO JANUARY 13TH AT 6:30 PM
January 5, 2025
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 301 N JEFFERSON ST, KITTANNING PA                               Church Phone: 724-548-4312
E-MAIL: fumchurchkittanning@comcast.net                 
 WEBSITE: www.firstchurchkittanning.com
  PASTOR: Terri Wells               	    CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Monday – Thursday 8:00-12:00
  CELL PHONE: 814-952-4695	    PASTOR TERRI OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday 10:00 AM-?
E-MAIL: terriwells53@aol.com
  
 KNOW JESUS, REFLECT JESUS, LEAD OTHERS TO JESUS  







MEDIA SONG     “Our Christ Is Here”-Jordan St. Cyr [Official Lyric Video]

MUSICAL PRELUDE
                    
RINGING OF THE WORSHIP BELL

ANNOUNCEMENTS
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                  

Leader: Children of God, we enter the new year as we ended the last: gathered together for worship!

People: We gather to seek, fine, and follow the Light.

Leader: The prophet Isaiah calls to us from deep in the past: “Arise, shine; for your light has come.”

People: We gather to seek, find, and follow the Light.

Leader: The magi followed a star to find a small child who is the Light of the world.

People: We gather to seek, find, and follow the Light.

Leader: So, let us receive the call of Isaiah and follow the example of the magi as we begin this new year turning our faces to God whose glory shows up among us as a vulnerable child, a poor carpenter, and a foot-washing servant who is the salvation of the world.

People: We gather to seek, find, and follow the Light today and every day. Amen.


OPENING PRAYER
Dear God, reveal to us this day what our eyes look for but cannot see; what our ears hear and cannot understand. Shine your light on the pages of our lives. When your light shines, everything is like an open window. We see clearly. Help us to move on with you, Light of lights. We praise you and pray in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.
 
* HYMN                   “What Child Is This”                               No. 219

JOYS AND CONCERNS/PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER

SCRIPTURE              Matthew 2:1-12        N.T. p. 2

SERMON                  “New Beginnings”

SPECIAL MUSIC

*HYMN               “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”                        No. 251

CHILDREN’S SERMON
   
OFFERING/OFFERTORY/*DOXOLOGY/*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
*Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: praise Him all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Gracious Lord, whose light guides our steps, we bring these gifts in humble adoration. May they be used to spread your truth ad love to all nations. As we journey into this new year, let our hearts remain focused on your presence and our hands open to your service. In the name of Christ, our guiding star, we pray. Amen.

*HYMN                   “There’s a Song In The Air”                      No. 249
     *Altar rail is open for prayer during the closing hymn.

[bookmark: _Hlk170887948]*BENEDICTION 
Beloved, go from this place carrying the blessing of the Light who has come among so that the love of the Christ child may shine within you, casting rays of good news wherever you go. Amen.

 *Please stand in spirit or in body.
Ask an usher for a large print hymnal or bible or personal hearing device.

[bookmark: _Hlk178231630][bookmark: _Hlk180652135]REMEMBER OUR WORSHIP TIME IS CHANGING TO 10:00 

Come join us as we take down the Christmas decorations on 
Tuesday, January 7, 2025. We will begin at 9:00AM. 

DART BALL
Everyone is invited to a Dart Ball Open House on Monday, January 13, 2025 at 7:00 PM in the Church Basement. Any questions please call Scott Jamison at 724-525-5371.

WINTER IS COMING!
The Trustees have arranged for snow plowing for the coming season, but we are in need of someone to clear the walks around the church and Covenant Center. If  you know someone available for this task, please let us know as soon as possible. Call Ken Lazan at 724-664-4037 or contact the church office.
JANUARY MISSION
For January and February, we will be collecting items for the Mission Barn for the UMCOR emergency buckets. There will be index cards on the railing. Take a card and bring the item listed for the bucket. We will collectively build the buckets. Any questions, please see Emily.
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