FIRST CHURCH WEEKLY CALENDARSUNDAY, December 8th
Second Sunday of Advent
9:30 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
2:00 PM Camp 43-CC

MONDAY, December 9th

TUESDAY, December 10th
7:00 PM New Found Freedom-CC

WEDNESDAY, December 11th
6:30 Choir 
 
 

THURSDAY, December 12th
12:00 PM Seniors for Safe Driving-CC
 
FRIDAY, December 13th

SATURDAY, December 14th
7:00 PM We Surrender- CC

[bookmark: _Hlk133307222]SUNDAY, December 15th
Third Sunday of Advent
9:30 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship-Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball will be preaching   
12:30 PM Bishop-CC
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 KNOW JESUS, REFLECT JESUS, LEAD OTHERS TO JESUS  



THE FLOWERS on the altar are presented to the Glory of God in loving memory of my mom and dad, Jean & Bob Schaeffer and in honor of our children and grandchildren, given by Audrey & Bernie Green  


 
THANK YOU to the following individuals for assisting with today’s service:
Usher Team:    			  	Albright/Dan Wolfe
Scripture Reader:             		Sue Hankey
Worship Sound System:  		Chelsea Beers
Bell Ringer:				Chris Hankey
Welcome Center Greeter:		Melissa Bureau
Acolyte:     					Caden King
Live Stream:				Brenda Beers


January Newsletter Deadline, Sunday, December 15th
 
December 8, 2024
Second Sunday of Advent
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PRELUDE 
                       
RINGING OF THE WORSHIP BELL   
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                  

Leader: Blessed be the God of Israel.   

People: Who has redeemed us. 

Leader: God has raised up a mighty savior for us 

People:  And remembered the holy covenant. Or you are the God of our salvation.                    –adapted from Luke 1 in And Also With You (year C), p.6

OPENING PRAYER
 
* HYMN                    “ Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”         No.  196
 
MINISTRY MOMENT
       
CHILDREN’S TIME  
(The children are dismissed for play practice)

MORNING ANTHEM              “Who Will Welcome Him?”        

OFFERING/OFFERTORY/*DOXOLOGY/*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
*Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: praise Him all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

JOYS AND CONCERNS/PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER
*HYMN        “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (Verses 1, 3)        No.  211
              
SCRIPTURE READING         Luke 3:1-6    N.T. p.  60                                                                      
Leader: This is the Word of God, for the people of God,
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON       “Big Jim Is Coming”   

*HYMN      “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (verses 5, 7)      No. 211
        
*Altar rail is open for prayer during the closing hymn.

[bookmark: _Hlk170887948]*BENEDICTION 
 *Please stand in spirit or in body.
Ask an usher for a large print hymnal or bible or personal hearing device.
[bookmark: _Hlk178231630][bookmark: _Hlk180652135]
2025 NEWSLETTERS
Our newsletters are going digital beginning with our January 2025 newsletter. We will no longer be mailing out our newsletters. You can go to the website www.firstchurchkittanning.com/about and download a copy.  We can email it to you, just email us your email address at fumchurchkittanning@comcast.net.  Or you can pick up a paper copy at one of the doors. 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES FOR FIRST CHURCH AND 
FORD MEMORIAL AT 7:00 PM

WINTER IS COMING!
The Trustees have arranged for snow plowing for the coming season, but we are in need of someone to clear the walks around the church and Covenant Center. If  you know someone available for this task, please let us know as soon as possible. Call Ken Lazan at 724-664-4037 or contact the church office.

 DECEMBER MISSION
 Our missions for December will be donations to the food bank at Grace Presbyterian Church. Please consider making a donation for our community members who may struggle for a quality meal, especially around the holidays. Donations can be left on the alter railing.

 
CHRISTMAS PRELUDE MUSIC
We are looking for anyone who would like to help provide prelude music prior to our Christmas Eve Candlelight service. Preludes start 30 minutes before the service. Please contact Emily King if you would be willing to share your gift with the congregation at 724-664-0098.

[bookmark: _Hlk181085809] 
DECEMBER SIFT LUNCHEON 
The December SIFT Luncheon will be held on Thursday, December 19, 2024, at noon in the Covenant Center. The menu will be Ham, scalloped potatoes, applesauce, green beans, rolls and butter. Everyone attending is asked to bring cookies to share for dessert. The program, Christmas Music with Ken Burkett. Reservations can be made from Monday, December 2nd through noon on Monday, December 16th Please call 724-548-4312. Phone reservations only will be accepted and will be limited to 75. You will need to give a name for each reservation made along with a contact phone number. Please call to cancel as there may be a waiting list. Doors will open at 11:30 AM. Please use the parking lot door. See YOU there!
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LUKE 1:49a, 50a (CEB)
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