FIRST CHURCH WEEKLY CALENDARSUNDAY, April 7th
9:30 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
12:30 PM Confirmation Class
 
 MONDAY, April 8th

TUESDAY, April 9th
 6:00 PM Women’s Fellowship
7:00 PM New Found Freedom-CC
 
WEDNESDAY, April 10th
 6:00 PM The Chosen-Sanctuary 

 

THURSDAY, April 11th
5:30 PM Choir
7:00 PM Heavenly Daughters

FRIDAY, April 12th
 
SATURDAY, April 13th
7:00 PM We Surrender- CC

[bookmark: _Hlk133307222]SUNDAY, April 14th
9:30 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Communion
2:00 PM Camp 43-CC
May Newsletter Deadline
 

 















 








FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 301 N JEFFERSON ST, KITTANNING PA  16201
724-548-4312
E-MAIL: fumchurchkittanning@comcast.net                  WEBSITE: www.firstchurchkittanning.com
SENIOR PASTOR: Dayton D. Mix 		PASTOR: Terri Wells               		CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
CELL PHONE:  724-718-2997 			CELL PHONE: 814-952-4695		Monday-Thursday 8:00-12:00
E-MAIL: pastordayton@gmail.com		E-MAIL: terriwells53@aol.com
  
 KNOW JESUS, REFLECT JESUS, LEAD OTHERS TO JESUS  




The Flowers on the altar are presented to the Glory of God in memory of my husband, Bob, my parents Mr. & Mrs. Charles Mohr and sister Dottie, given by Mary Anne Hankey



THANK YOU to the following individuals for assisting with today’s service:
Usher Team:    			  	Epworth/Melissa Bureau
Scripture Reader:             		Lynn Haught 
Worship Sound System:  		Tim King
Bell Ringer:				Elizabeth Mix
Welcome Center Greeter:		Sarah Heckert
Acolytes:     				Evva Yanoschick & Chelsea Beers

May Newsletter Deadline-Sunday, April 14th

 
April 7, 2024
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[bookmark: _Hlk156393545][bookmark: _Hlk155777851] PRELUDE  
                       
RINGING OF THE WORSHIP BELL   
 
[bookmark: _Hlk155776055]*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: How shall we live when shadows gather?    

People: Drawn to God’s unquenchable light, we are also drawn into one another’s presence.  

Leader: What was hidden has been revealed; we are woven together with all Creation.    

People: When we live in the light, as God is in the light, we are one with each other.

Leader: Let us worship god, who is our Light and Salvation.  

OPENING PRAYER 
God of abundance, we are thankful for the beauty all around us. Weave us together in a life full of goodness and joy. Help us to move in harmony with one another and with all Creation. Let us travel on your path toward release in your presence. Amen.

* HYMN	                “To God Be The Glory”                         No.  98
   
MINISTRY MOMENT

CHILDREN’S TIME 

MORNING ANTHEM                   “Come and Feast”

OFFERING/OFFERTORY/*DOXOLOGY 
*Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: praise Him all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

JOYS AND CONCERNS/PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER             

*HYMN	   “Just As I Am, Without One Plea ”                         No. 357 

SCRIPTURE READING            1 John 1:1-2:2      N.T. p.  238               
Leader: This is the Word of God, for the people of God,
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON              “Let us live like trees in the forest” 

HOLY COMMUNION                (Insert and on screen)

* HYMN 	          “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”                   No.  420
 
*Altar rail is open for prayer during the closing hymn.

*BENEDICTION    
 *Please stand in spirit or in body.
Ask an usher for a large print hymnal or bible or personal hearing device.

[bookmark: _Hlk158273452][bookmark: _Hlk158881605]APRIL MISSIONS
The mission for the month of April will be gathering supplies and monetary donations for the Ruth M. Smith Center. The center is home to adults with intellectual and/or physical impairments and provides ministry to the surrounding community. Our hope is to be able to provide the 
center with our donation by May 15th, so that our monetary donations will be matched. We hope that you will prayerfully consider contributing.  A list of items we would also like to include if possible is included in the bulletin.
 
[image: Icon

Description automatically generated]SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
The applications for the Margaret M. Patton/Jean Elgin Memorial Scholarships is available in the church office. In order to qualify for the scholarship you must: 
	1. Return the completed application in its entirety on time.
	2. Be a member of the First United Methodist Church of
                       Kittanning.
	         3. Participate in or help with at least three church activities
                      during the last 2 years.
Applications are due in the office no later than Sunday, April 30. 2024.

APRIL SIFT LUNCHEON
ITEMS FOR RUTH M. SMITH CENTER


Pump antibacterial Hand soap		Fixodent/Poligrip		Mouthwash		Shampoo
Denture cleaner tabs			Depends-pull ups (no tape) M-L-XL      		Ziplock bags
Individual Sugar free snacks		Food storage containers	Kitchen Towels	Dish cloths
Tablecloths- 60”, 90x60, 102x60, 60x84	Garbage bags		Gloves		Scrubbers
Cooking utensils				Baking pans			Washcloths		Hand towels
Twin sheet sets-mens and womens	Toilet paper			Paper towels		Kleenex
Hypoallergenic laundry soap (free & clear)				Paper  plates		Dryer sheets
Regular laundry detergent			Furniture polish		Spray-air freshener	Brooms
Cleaning rags				Spic and Span		Bookshelves		File cabinets
TV stand					Copy paper			Dry erase markers	Masking tape
Sharpies					Electronic wipes		Notebooks		Thumbtacks
Post it notes					Drawing paper		Canvas		Paints
White construction paper			Individual craft kits		
Gift cards from Walmart, Amazon, Dollar General, Dollar Tree, etc.
Greeting cards-Birthday, Congratulations, Sympathy, Thinking of You, Note cards, Thank you cards

                 The April SIFT Luncheon will be held on Thursday, April 18, 2024, at noon in the Covenant Center. The menu will be Ham loaf, parsley potatoes, green beans, rolls & butter, cake. The program will be Music with Ken Burkett. Reservations will be accepted from Monday, 
April 1st through Noon, Monday, April 15th.  
You will need to give a name for each reservation.  
Reservations are limited to 75.  Please call to cancel as there may be a waiting list.  Please use the parking lot door. See you there!


SUMMER MUSIC 
	We are looking for people willing to provide special music for our summer worship services (11:00 at FUMC) from Memorial Day to Labor Day. Please contact Emily King 724-664-0098 if you are interested. 

THE CHOSEN
Season 4 of “The Chosen” will be shown in the Sanctuary at 6:00 PM beginning Wednesday, April 10th thru May 1st. 


Rainbow Road By-Laws meeting-Saturday, April 20th at 9:30 AM

    VBS 2024
[bookmark: _Hlk162340983] We will be having VBS for ages 3 years (as of Jan. 1, 2024) thru 6th Grade the week of June 17-21 from 9:00 to noon each day.   The theme this year is CAMP FIRELIGHT where we focus on Psalm 56:3 "When I am afraid, I put my trust in you."   As always, there are many opportunities for each of us to help the children in our area to hear the words of God.   We need the following, can you help in any way?  If you have questions or want to volunteer as a helper, please call the church office (724-548-4312) or contact Sue Hankey (724-545-1656 or email robandsue104@comcast.net) 
· CHILDREN   (most importantly!) 
· Invite your children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews and neighbors
· Registration forms will be available mid-April
· 
· VOLUNTEERS
· Games Leader (we have a book with suggested games!)   Leader does not need to "run with the kids" but will plan the games, explain the rules to each class and supervise the helpers and children.   Games are held outdoors!
· Games helpers  - No Preplanning needed.  More "active" helpers who may need to get involved with the games, help set up games each day, etc.
· Camp Guides (ie crew leaders) - No preplanning needed, Responsible for leading an age specific group from one station to another.   We need many hands in this area and you need to be able to travel up/down quite a few steps in a day!
· Craft helpers - No preplanning needed.  Help set up/clean up the craft tables before/after each group, help with names on crafts, help children with directions as needed.  Crafts are done in the church basement!
· CRAFT SUPPLIES  (can be left in the Library Room anytime before June 1) 
· Sharpie markers (Black and Colors)
· Satin Ribbon (any width, any color)
· Glue-on Magnets
· Bandana fabric (or packages of bandanas) 
· Masking tape
· Gallon-size and Quart-size Ziplock plastic bags
· SNACK ITEMS   (can be left in the Library Room anytime before June 15 - but sooner is better so we know how much we need to purchase!) 
· Juice boxes
· Small bottles of water
· Teddy Grahams
· Mini Marshmallows
· Chocolate Chips
· Graham Crackers
· Pretzel Rods
· Popcorn
· Packaged cookies
· Sandwich size Ziplock bags   
·  DECORATING  (watch bulletins and newsletters for more details) 
· We will be planning a "work day" in May 
· We will need help setting up for VBS on Saturday June 15
· We will need help tearing down from VBS on Sunday June 23
· There may be some things that can be "taken home" to work on!
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Habitat is looking for people to help with projects. Anyone 14 years and older are needed. If interested, call Craig Glatfeleer 724-793-0044

YOU ARE INVITED
The John T. Crawford Camp 43, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, is pleased to announce the kickoff of our 2nd annual “Wall of Flags”. Our goal is to line the railing at the top of the Murtha Amphitheater with American Flags. The flags are approximately 11.5 x 16.5 inches in size.  
Honorees do not need to be from Armstrong County, as this is available for all American Citizens.
	For a $10.00 donation, you may have a flag displayed at the Amphitheater honoring your ancestor, family veteran, a fire fighter, police officer, E.M.S. responder, and educator that made a difference in your life or any other American you would like to honor. In addition, each flag will have an attached card with the honoree’s name, and pertinent information.
	The flags will be displayed from May 1-31, 2024.  
	To reserve your flag, please email civilwarkittanning@yahoo.com or phone or text 724-664-2424. Reservations along with remittance are due by April 27, 2024.    
 Yours in Fraternity, Charity & Loyalty, Richard R. Essenwein, PDC
COMMUNION LITURGY
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Creator God, you revealed to us your Creation on earth. The waters flowed, and the winds blew. You set the cosmos into motion and created living beings. You gave life to the plants and the sea creatures and the land animals. You put into flight the birds and insects, and you made people to walk on the ground. You blessed us all and called us good. But when our love failed and we turned away, you revealed a love for your people and all of Creation that never ends. And so we praise you, with all the company of saints and sinners, singing your unending hymn:

	Holy, holy, holy God of power and might,
	Heaven and earth are full of your glory
	Hosannah in the highest.
	Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
	Hosannah in the highest.

You continued to reveal your love for us in your son, Jesus, who came to live among us and move as a human on this Earth. When he dined with his friends, just before he was to be executed, he reminded them of your love revealed in the gifts of bread and juice before them on the table.

He took the bread in his hands, gave thanks to you, broke it, and shared it with his friends, saying the familiar words, “Take, eat. This is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” And when the supper was over, he took the cup, again gave thanks for it, and shared it with all who gathered, reminding them, “Drink this all of you. This is the cup of my covenant with you, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
Together we proclaim the muster of faith.

	Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Still-creating Spirit, be poured out on those gathered here and on these gifts from the field in bread and juice. As we receive them into our bodies,
Make us your body. Unite us with those who have come before us in your kingdom and with those who will come after us, now and always. Amen.

(Prayer after Receiving Elements)

Creative God,
We thank you for revealing your love to us in bread and juice. We recognize your presence in us and all around us, and we ask that you continue to reveal your love for all Creation to the ends of the Earth through our lives. Make us your people and use us to reveal the inbreaking of your kingdom here and now: a world of justice and peace. 
Amen.
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