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PREFACE

	Wednesday, February 14, 2024 is Ash Wednesday. It is the first day of Lent, a forty-day period, not including Sundays, prior to Easter Sunday. It is a time of self-reflection and repentance to cleanse us and prepare us for Easter. It is a time of special emphasis on things of the spirit and a time when we look carefully at the Cross.
	It is a time when we spend more of our day in prayer, meditation, and reflection. To aid families of First Church in doing those devotions, it is our wish that each church family will use this devotional booklet each day.
	May you grow in faith and love in this Lenten Season.

Note:
	This year we are including one contribution from a past year.
 
							
The Nurture, Outreach & Witness Team






                                                                                        


Wednesday, February 14, 2024

ASH WEDNESDAY

Psalm 51:16-17 (ESV); The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

Today is “Ash Wednesday” and the beginning of Lent. When I was growing up, and even until about age 28, I couldn’t have told you what the word ‘Lent’ even meant. I knew that my Roman Catholic co-workers couldn’t eat meat on Fridays during Lent, but that was about all I understood. Thirty-four years as a member in the United Methodist Church have taught me a bit more. You see, it’s not just a Catholic observance and it really has nothing to do with meat. It’s about repentance. It’s about the heart of a believer in Jesus Christ.
 
     Ash Wednesday and Lent are about the turning away from sin… for sin separates us from God. Sin, even the “littlest sins,” are an offense against God. In Lent, we are asked by the Church to intentionally take time out from our normal year-round hustle and bustle to check how we are doing in this area of sin. Is there sin in our lives keeping us separated from God? 
 
     This is strictly an observance for those of us who go to church. For WE are the ones most likely to be lulled into laxness, because we feel “good” because we go to church. And the enemy of our souls hopes that we feel so righteous because we go to church that we won’t pay attention to the Spirit of God that tries to point out our sins.
 
     For me, my separation from God isn’t from huge newspaper headliner kinds of sin, but by my getting distracted… You see, I get busy. Busy with good things. Busy with work (and my work is God’s work, right?). Busy with family. Busy with checking email. Busy with following a particular TV program (or two or three). Busy trying to keep my cars running, the garbage taken care of, the basement cleaned out.
 
     And although every single one of those busy moments is an ‘OK’ event, there are so many of them that it tends to crowd out God. Even with the job I have, busyness can threaten my relationship with Jesus Christ because I have no time for Him. And then I find the first commandment saying that I’m supposed to be putting God first or else I’m sinning.
 
     That’s why Lent has times of sacrifice. Not because God wants the sacrifice or that giving up chocolate or meat will make Him happy or something. But rather, WE need to offer up something, to give something up, in order to free ourselves from all of the distractions that would threaten our time with our Lord, our God, our Christ.
 
     Is the Lord trying to catch your attention? Is He asking you to give up something in order to be able to have more time with Him? What will need to happen in your life to free you up to turn your heart completely to Christ? From what will you need to repent before you start?

Prayer:      Jesus, as we journey through this time of Lent together as a congregation, Lord help us be on the lookout the sins and distractions that would keep us separated from you!. And let’s be ready to give up ANYTHING that would keep us too busy or distracted to have time with you. AMEN.


Pastor Dayton Mix



Thursday, February 15, 2024


Psalms 19:14;  “May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be pleasing in your site, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.”
	
Over the years, Lent has been a special time for all of us to evaluate our faith, our service to the Lord and our outreach to others. A time we can use to improve on each one. There are reminders throughout the Bible on ways to strengthen and improve our faith.  It is important to always remember that during our
lifetime the Lord provides teachers that guide us, our ministers, Sunday
school teachers, those who lead Bible study groups and of course,
other Christians just to name a few. We are all faced with difficult times during our lifetime, health issues, loss of a loved one and others that can weaken our faith, but we can gain strength through these adversities if we remember to ask God for help. He is always there for us if we just ask. Always remember to
spend time with Jesus each day through prayer and reading God's word and
sharing this blessing with others.

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, Help us to continue to grow in our faith by
spending time with You each day. In Jesus’ name, Amen
 
Bonnie Bowser



Friday, February 16, 2024

	
The Vision Inside

2 Corinthians 4:16;  “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.”

    Artists just amaze me! How can they create something beautiful out
of nothing? Where does the vision come from? We watch some YouTube
videos in which a man has a hunk of wood and creates beautiful bowls out
of them. Some of them start out looking like old cranky witches and in the
end become just astounding. A sculpture can take a large piece of stone
that has no apparent redeeming features and chips away to make an
elegant statue. Wow!!
    The scripture above references us wasting away. That is surely the
societal vision of aging. Our beautiful young bodies are slowly becoming
frail, wrinkled and “useless”. While we can’t argue with the changes our
bodies go through as we process through this life, there is another change
that is not as evident. This change happens within us, in our hearts and
minds. Christ is one with us when we devote our lives to Him. He is
strength. He is beauty. He is love. He is everything! Little by little Christ
helps us to become a new creation through Him. What is eventually
determined to be “useless” by society, has been shaped to be one that is
more and more like Christ. He fills our souls with His grace and
knowledge. He changes our thinking to be more like Him. He has a vision
for us that we can’t fully see or comprehend, but we can trust Him for it. He
is the ultimate artist of our lives. While age is chipping away at our earthly
vessels, we need to allow Christ to create the splendor and beauty that we
are intended to be. Turn daily to Christ to allow His fullness to be within
you.

Prayer: Gracious Lord, It is with extremely grateful hearts that we thank You for the work You are creating within us. You have the vision of who we are to be,
so turn our hearts to You that we may fully become the vision You intend.
Amen.                                                                                             Mert Hellein


Saturday, February 17, 2024

Your Time Is Written

Psalm 139:16; Your eyes say my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.

   I encourage every believer to participate in a Bible study.  I am part of an awesome group of women exploring God’s word.  We have been together for many years and have created bonds that have strengthened us as we expand our knowledge of God and our reliance on Him.  The group sometimes encounters topics that we don’t always see eye to eye on.  An example of one of these topics was… “Is your date of death known by God and it is unchangeable?”
   The answer is “yes” from God’s perspective because God is omniscient – He knows everything and knows exactly when, where, and how we will die.  Nothing we can do will change what God already knows will happen.   We do have a choice of how we live each day.  If we chose an unhealthy lifestyle, your suffering may increase, or it may make living each day more difficult.  We also have the choice each day of how to live that day.  We can live it as a servant of God, doing His work or we can choose to live it selfishly and hope for the best.  I chose servicing God with my heart, body and soul, I encourage all of us to choose God today and tomorrow.

Prayer:  Dearest Heavenly Father, Thank you for this today.  You have given me this day.  Let me serve You today.  I do not know how many more of these days I will have.  I dedicate this day and every one of these days to You.  You have rewarded me with countless blessings and I am undeserving of them.  Be with me today and guide my way to Your service.   Amen.

Melissa Bureau



Monday, February 19, 2024

Leaders? Teachers?
Isaiah 11:6 CEB; The wolf will live with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the young goat; the calf and the young lion will feed together, and a little child will lead them.

Who are our leaders? Who are our teachers?  We usually think of leaders and teachers as those that are older, and more experienced than we.   But sometimes the leaders and teachers are not older. Have you had the experience of going to a doctor that is much younger than you?  Has your boss been a new, younger employee?  Have the children you know ever taught you things?   It's odd to think that those younger than we can have more knowledge that we do. 
But we need to take a moment and remember that Jesus was only 12 when he stayed in the temple listening and questioning.  The leaders there were amazed at his questions and his answers.  He was a child, and He was sent to teach and to lead.   He taught and led during his time on earth, and He is still teaching and leading us every day in our lives. We only need to be open to hear His message.
As we listen for His Word and His direction, let us remember that there are many others that can share His Teachings and His Word.  Those others may be older than we are, younger than we are, they may be long time friends, or someone we just met.  They might even be children. 
Here are some things that my own children have taught me.  These are not God’s teachings but still the teachings and leadings of a child.
· How to navigate Disney World in July without standing in line for hours.
· How to mentally add a column of two-digit numbers by adding the tens column first.
· How to take a picture during a FaceTime call.
· How TV timeouts affect the number of timeouts the coach gets during a basketball game.

Prayer: Our Father, You are the giver of all things good.  Thank You for sending Jesus to us to teach us and to lead us. Help us to hear what You are saying to us.  Help us to follow where You lead us.  Let us always be open to the teachers and leaders that You send, even if they are little children.   In Your Son’s Name, we pray.   Amen.                                           				Cindy Volek


Tuesday, February 20, 2024

Dear God…

I heard someone talking, Dear God,
About You the other day.
And, Dear God, I can tell You,
They had nothing good to say.

They said it was all Your fault,
That our world is going bad.
They blamed You for everything,
And that made me very sad.

Maybe they just can’t remember,
How much You have given us.
You made the stars up in the sky,
And everything else without a fuss.

Maybe they forget sometimes,
How much You really love us all.
And how You are so sad to see,
Even one of Your children fall.

So, Dear God, please don’t give up,
On those who just don’t understand.
That You love them very much, you do,
And You always have a plan!





Wednesday, February 21, 2024

LIKE A TREE

Psalm 1:1-3 (NLT); Oh, the joys of those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or stand around with sinners, or join in with scoffers. But they delight in doing everything the LORD wants; day and night they think about his law. They are like trees planted along the riverbank, bearing fruit each season without fail. Their leaves never wither, and in all they do, they prosper.

Trees have been an important part of my life… the apple orchard near our house as a kid where we would play and, sometimes, the deer would gather... the woods up behind the house where we‘d go “exploring”... the grove of maples where Grandpa gathered sap for maple syrup… the Christmas tree… the weeping willow at my aunt’s house which looked so cool in the summer… the pines under which we’d camp at night.
     Throughout the Sundays of Lent one year, my congregation’s worship services were themed around different trees from the Bible. We had been looking “through the branches and leaves” of those trees to see the cross where Christ died for our salvation: the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, the oaks of Mamre, the burning bush, Jonah’s vine, Palm trees, olive trees, the tree that grew from a tiny mustard seed… 
     But my favorite Bible tree (other than the cross) comes from the Scripture passage above. In this Psalm, the righteous person who follows God is compared to a tree planted by the waters of the river. The symbolism, and the direct correlation to what our lives as a Christian should be like, seem so clear.
     First of all, of course, is that the tree is planted by the waters of the river. Its life is because someone intentionally planted it there… That’s you and me… we come to Christ because HE chose US! He plants us, even as we respond to his offer of salvation. 
     Secondly, the continued life of that tree, its source of strength, comes from its closeness to the river… it’s close enough to be able to “feed” from the waters of the river. Where do you and I “feed” from? Does our spiritual strength come from our relationship to Jesus Christ, the “river of life?” Or do we try to live the Christian life by trying to be good enough, doing things our own way, not getting involved in the life of the church (where the river’s flowing).
     Third, trees never get fed. Sometimes they get a dose of fertilizer from someone else, but trees seek out the life-giving nutrients of the soil and water through their roots all by themselves. Their roots go deep and twist in whichever direction needed in order to find the nutrients and water. Our Christianity needs to be like that… rooted deep… not just attending church, but digging deep into the Word of God, reading from the Bible, and spending time in prayer talking with God. And sermons, Christian books, Bible studies, and such, may be like “fertilizer” that helps us grow, but the actual day-by-day “feeding” of our spirit comes from our own relationship with Jesus.
     Fourth, trees are always changing. Leaves, sap, fruit, bark, the strengthening of the timber within; a tree is constantly in a state of growth and change. As Christians, we must constantly be growing and changing, as we seek to be more like Jesus.
     Lastly, trees bear fruit. Depending on what kind of tree it is will determine what its fruit looks like, but there is some kind of fruit… with seeds of future growth hidden inside. As Christians we also are to bear fruit… love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23). Do we bear fruit? When we encounter other people, what do they see & experience from us? If we are trees planted by the river, then they’ll experience the fruit of the Spirit… and be drawn to Christ because of us?
     As Lent continues, my prayer is that you and I will be like that tree, planted by the river...


Prayer:Lord Jesus, help me remember that YOU are the water of life that I, like a tree, should be drawing my nourishment and sustenance from spiritually. For once I am connected to you, I truly am “rooted and grounded” like a tree by the river. AMEN.

Pastor Dayton Mix



Thursday, February 22, 2024

Don’t Assume…Ask!!

Matt. 6-8  ”...for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.” (NRSV)

Our relationship with God is unique. He wants us to tell Him what we need even though He already knows. What,  you say??
	In reading the Gospels, when someone approached Jesus, they told Him what they needed Him to do. One blind man, Bartimaeus,  called out to Jesus to be healed. Jesus knew he was blind; yet He still asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man answered, “My teacher, let me see again.” Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” (Mark 11:51) Jesus responded when people asked.
	God knows your problems. He knows your sickness. He knows you don’t have enough money to pay your rent. He KNOWS what is troubling you; what you are dealing with. But He is waiting for us to ask Him for help. That’s the hard part - the first step for us to take in bringing God into our lives.
	Asking shows our dependency on God; that we realize we just can’t handle the problem ourselves. We move from trying to change our lives within our selves to humbling ourselves in submission to God’s will.

Prayer: Father God, you know what I need before I put it into words. I pray I will always remember to look to You for help when I am down and discouraged so that your Word will reassure me that I am not alone. Amen

Lu Bennett



Friday, February 23, 2024

Don’t Look Back!
Isaiah 43:18-19; Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making away in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.

     I admit it- I am getting older. (Some may say I am already very old!)
Lately I find myself wandering in my thoughts about how much has
happened to me and how blessed I am and have been. There are so many
things to ponder- my childhood days and family times, my marriage,
watching the growth of my children, the many opportunities that have been
provided for me. These thoughts give me comfort and fullness of heart.
God has been good to me.
     However, these circumstances, no matter how influential they have
been in my life, will never be repeated. Each day is new provided by our all
gracious King. Have you ever woken up to find yourself in the past? Of
course not! God is constantly providing all things new for us. I can’t help
but think that He cringes when He hears the phrase “... we used to do it …”.
He knows what new journeys are best for us. We are to trust Him for that.
     Just one thing: Have you looked at the world lately? It does not
always look like a good and comfortable place to live. It doesn’t feel like
somewhere I want to venture out into. It is downright scary out there!! It is
easy to say how much better things were in the past. But that is not where
we are now. We have to remember that God has placed us at this place
and time for His glory!! In light of this, we also need to remember and trust
that He is able to make our way straight, no matter how rocky or barren it
seems ahead. We don’t know what it looks like ahead, but God knows.
We are His glorious creation and He will not forsake us. Just one thing;
don’t look back. God is here for our sake. Trust in where He is sending us
and pursue His fullness in the day we are given.

Prayer: Heavenly Father- Each day is provided for us to glorify you.  Help us to be looking forward to being with you in our present day and journeying on the adventure You are providing. May we give praise to all You provide and teach us through this. In Your glorious name, AMEN.
                                                                                                              Mert Hellein


Saturday, February 24, 2024

Remember in Genesis

Isaiah 9:2; “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.”

	Remember in Genesis? The Creation Story?  Doing some excerpts here.  And the earth was void and without form.  And darkness was on the face of the waters.  And God said “let there be light…”  Well.  Before we have Christ, our lives are void and without form.  And our hearts, minds and souls are full of darkness.  When we invite Christ in our hearts.  He fills that void.  And His light shines in our souls and chases the darkness in our lives away. 
Darla Bernot



Monday, February 26, 2024
Softly and Tenderly

Oh, for the wonderful love He has promised; 
Promised for you and for me;
Though we have sinned, He has mercy and pardon;
Pardon for you and for me.
United Methodist Hymnal

   This hymn, especially this verse has been running through my mind the last few days.  It brought to mind a scene from a TV program I watched.  It’s about two mothers…one was a busy surgeon, who had lost touch with her only son years ago; and the other, a florist, who loved her only son very much, but hated the life he lived.  The paths of these two mothers met at the morgue, where their sons’ lives collided during a terrible crime.  The first mother quietly viewed her son and asked when she could make arrangements for his burial and left.  The second mother sobbed over her son and refused to leave him there alone while the crime was investigated.  When asked why she wouldn’t go home, she explained that although she was aware that her son was a criminal, she loved him deeply; she hadn’t left him alone in the hospital when he had been wounded in a shooting, and certainly couldn’t just leave him here alone in the morgue not what he had died.
   This scene brought a picture to my mind about how much God loves us.  Of Him standing sorrowfully nearby as we suffer living a life He did not choose for us to live.  He loves us so much that He won’t turn His back on us even when we are dead to Him in our sin.  He willingly died to save us from ourselves.  “Oh, how He loves you and me…” *
Kathy Piechowicz


*Kurt Kaiser 1975


Tuesday, February 27, 2024

Have You?

Have you ever walked a path
Just to see where it would go?
Sometimes the best things in life 
Come from what we just don’t know.

Have you ever stopped a stranger 
Just to shake his hand
And wish him a happy day
And be kind, just because you can?

Have you ever given a gentle hug
To a small, crying child
Or wiped away her salty tears
With a kiss and then smiled?

Have you ever wanted to just be glad
That you have one more day
To share your love and kindness 
With someone along the way?


Wednesday, February 28, 2024

“Let there be peace on earth let it begin with me.”

     As we enter this New Year, no words are more appropriate at this time than the beginning line of one of my favorite and inspirational songs.  These powerful lyrics were penned by Sy Miller and Jill Jackson.  I regret that I am unable to share any background info on this couple.  Suffice it to say that their words contain significant meaning to me.  In time, I will share the rest of the lyrics but for now let me relate why I have chosen this song.  To begin with, my neighbor in Michigan is Muslim-American.  The family is one of the kindest and compassionate I have ever known.  My son’s roommate at college was African-American for four years in a college setting that did not possess a great deal of diversity.  What a blessing that our son saw beyond the color line.  I was also raised in a  high school atmosphere which was extremely diverse although at the time I was perfectly at ease with all races and cultural backgrounds.  Looking back what a marvelous experience!
     Today, there seems to be conflict among all peoples and cultures.  Where is the peace in this world?  As a Christian, I was taught to accept all and to shun no one based on religion or race.  This volatile world is a great concern to me as a Christian and member of the human race.  Where is it going to end? We need to love each other, be more tolerant of each other, and communicate with each other…    Those are just some of the reasons that I feel it is imperative for me to relate to this song.  Now here are the rest of the lyrics and my prayer for all:
“Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be”
With God as our Father, brothers all are we.
Let me walk with my brother in perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me,  Let this be the moment now,
With every breath I take, let this be my solemn vow;
To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally!
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.”
     The above passage was written for the 2016 Lenten Devotional.  Where are we now?  Almost 5 years have passed, and as we as a universal world have still harbored these divisive feelings and comments.  As Christians let’s not forget the Golden Rule, and apply it daily with dealing with all kinds of volatile situations.  Remember we are all members of the human race.  God bless all.
			Gail Blaney
     

Thursday, February 29, 2024

Proverbs 20:7; The righteous man leads a blameless life; blessed are his children after him.

Blameless does not imply perfection but integrity.
     Harry Jackson Steele was a wonderful Christian grandfather. He never owned a car but he did drive a horse drawn wagon to deliver water to the thirsty workmen who were putting in curb stones in Vandergrift. He knew that I loved horses so he told me stories of the work horses and race horses that his father had in his big barn. Because he didn't have a car, he walked everywhere – to the grocery store, barber shop, and pharmacy. We covered a lot of territory around town. He held my hand so I wouldn't fall and made sure that I didn't tramp on the cracks and break my mother's back.
     Grandpa walked to and from work at the mill at the bottom of Poplar Street where he and Grandma lived. He was also the custodian for our church which required that he walk a distance (more than five blocks) twice each cold day to make sure that the coal fired furnace was banked for the night and could be fired in the morning. 
     He was devoted to the LORD and always knelt beside his bed to say bedtime prayers. Bible reading was important and done each day as well as thanks given before each meal. I was truly blessed to have him influence my life.
Prayer: Blessed Savior, Father and Friend, thanks for all the people who you place in our lives who help us have a better understanding of Your plans for us.

                                                                          	   Karen Scaife



Friday, March 1, 2024

LIFE AFTER DEATH

Philippians 1:21      ..to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  
2 Corinthians 5:8   ...to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.  

     This past year I lost my younger sister after she battled an illness for several months. During her last few months at home she was confined to a downstairs bed at her home. As an early riser on most mornings, I would text my sister. I knew she was probably awake lying in her bed thinking about her serious health condition and future. This correspondence we had between the two of us in the very early hours of the morning was very meaningful to me. I hope and believe it was for her also. Now that she has passed, I still have our back and forth messages on my phone. However, I do not like viewing them. When I open up our open-ended messages it honestly makes me sad. 

     The other day I heard two older adults discussing the aches and pains of the aging process. Joint replacements, various surgeries, pills, lack of vitality, etc.  The one man replied to the other, “I guess all of these problems is better than the alternative”. Then laughter from both men. 

     As believers in Christ Jesus as our Lord and Savior that man’s statement above is just flat out wrong. Remember what Jesus said to the man beside Him on the cross, that asked to be remembered. “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise”. Luke 23:43. 

     I believe it is okay to be sad about my sister’s death. I also believe, I can rejoice knowing we have huge gain and Paradise waiting for us with Christ Jesus our Lord, for all eternity. 

Prayer: Dear Father in Heaven, thank you for the amazing gift of Your only Son. Thank you for your assurance of paradise and gain. Amen

Larry McKelvey



Saturday, March 2, 2024


Proverbs 3:5-6;  Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do no lean on your own understanding.  In always acknowledge Him, and He will make straight your paths.

 	A lot of people are going through hard times these days, not just money, but our way of thinking about things.  I am not perfect and the things going on in this world.. it is very confusing.  I received a very thoughtful gift from a good friend and I read it every morning; it helps me focus on the good things in life.
 	
Jesus is always there for us and I enjoy chatting with Him.  I found out he is the Best Friend, that’s always there.	He has helped me a lot this year, and He has given me peace with the decisions I have had to make.   I praise Him every day.
	
My 2-year-old great-granddaughter was in the hospital this year with an infection…she was on IVs for 3 days.   The power of prayer was wonderful, and she got over the swelling and infection in her neck.  She is her happy and playful self again.  This is all through the awesome power of our Savior.
	I am thankful because God will always be my best friend and help me when I need Him.



Vicky Fotheringham



Monday, March 4, 2024

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ROY ROGERS!

1 Corinthians 13:13 KJV;  And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three, but the greatest of these is charity.

Have faith, hope, and charity
That’s the way to live successfully
How do I know, the Bible tells me so.

Do good to your enemies
And the blessed Lord you’ll surely please
How do I know, the Bible tells me so.

Don’t worry about tomorrow
Just be real good today
The Lord is right beside you
He’ll guide you all the way.

Have faith, hope, and charity
That’s the way to live successfully
How do I know, the Bible tells me so.

Recently this song stuck in my head.  Why?  I have no idea.  Written by Don Cornell, sung by Roy Rogers, it captures the essence of 1 Corinthians 13:13.  Indeed, it is a basic “how-to” for living-the words to keep close to your heart.  The song also instructs us to do good for our enemies, probably one of the most difficult Christian concepts.

Over and over, while the Pharisees tried to incriminate Jesus, he managed to craft His words with wisdom and truth.  In the beginning of his ministry, he also eloquently rejected Satan’s temptations while fasting in the wilderness.

Anxiety about our life is a problem that besets us all.  Roy tells us to not worry about tomorrow.  Live in the present.  Do good today.

We are finally reassured that God is right beside us.  We are not alone.  Our companionship with God provides comfort and wisdom for living confidently.

Faith and hope both involve trust.  This trust in God affects our world vision and reason for living.  We in turn give thanks through our acts of love (charity).  Faith, hope and charity-that’s the way to live successfully.

Prayer: Father God, thank you for the lessons we have learned, taking the Bible’s instructions and applying them to our life.  In those difficult moments, thank you for giving us reassurance and confidence.  Amen

Mary Jo Lipski



Tuesday, March 5, 2024

DO YOU EVER…

Do you ever really listen 
When you ask, “How are you?”
Do you wait for then to answer
Or hurry on with something else to do.

Do you ever see a stranger
Walking alone in the street?
Maybe he wasn’t dressed too well.
Is that someone you would like to meet?

Do you ever take the time to smile
At someone nobody seems to like?
Or even ask him what his name is?
He may be a Robert or Mike.

Do you ever have a moment or
With nothing on your mind?
Just look all around you then
And find a way to just be kind.







Wednesday, March 6, 2024

REFLECTIONS ON PRAYER

1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18;  Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

     When it comes to personal prayer, our most intimate conversations with God, we have reservations.  We think about how we should talk to God and how we should express ourselves.  We wonder if what we want to pray about is appropriate to ask Him.  We’re concerned that we will remember to say all the tings we know will be pleasing to God.  Praying becomes especially frustrating when we are not only unsure about how to talk to God and it being inappropriate, we are unable to find the words to adequately explain ourselves and our need.	

     And then, we have reservations about what we may receive as an answer.  We’re sure He will answer, but will He say yes to our request, or no?  Or will we feel like He is asking us to WAIT; that can sometimes feel like no answer at all.  If He answers yes, if we see positive results to our request, we celebrate. If we suspect the answer is no, if we don’t see the results we hoped for, we’re disappointed.  And if we feel like God has us on “hold”… well, it’s really, REALY hard for us to wait.

However, we can:
	REMEMBER:  Remember that God loves us, loves us much more than we can imagine.  He waits to hear us call to Him in prayer.  And because He loves us, He wants to give us good things.  Remember what He has already done for us, the prayers He has answered and solutions He has provided.  Remember how He has been faithful, not only to us, but to others who have walked this road before us.
	BE HONEST and BOLD:  We should be honest and be bold when we pray: coming before God truthfully without any reservations or fear.  Don’t worry if our prayer isn’t perfect.  Rely on the Holy Spirit who dwells within to help us; the Spirit knows us intimately and understands our groanings and will carry them to the Father.  God knows our hearts and all our hidden secrets.  He knows our pain and all our imperfections.  We are not a mystery to Him.
	BE STILL and LISTEN:  Be still before God and listen for His voice.  Settle our hearts and calm our minds, and let our spirit wait on Him peacefully.  Because when we are faithful and truly believe, we will hear Him speak to us quietly in the depths of our being.
	BE GRATEFUL:  In an attitude of gratitude, remember to thank God for all the blessings, big and small, that He has bestowed on us, reciting them over and over in our hearts with joy and thanksgiving.  There is no end to the blessings that God has for His children.
	GLORIFY God and PRAISE His Hole Name!  Sing a song of praise and joy to God.  Wave your hands high to glorify His name.  Let your spirit dance merrily before the Lord of the Dance.  All Praise and Glory be to our God; for He is worthy of our praise!

Prayer; Give ear to my words, O Lord; consider my supplication; harken unto the voice of my cry; my King and my God!

Kathy Piechowicz
Prayer taken from Psalms 5



Thursday, March 7, 2024

GLIMPSES OF TRUTH

James 1:5;  If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.

Daniel 8:15; While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand it, there before me stood one who looked like a man.

	Did you ever ask God for a glimpse of the future to make sense of how you are feeling today?  Did he answer your request, and did you like his answer?
	
Recently I have been wrestling with feelings of “no direction or purpose” in my life.  My life was going well but feeling unsatisfied.  Life just feels un-purposeful.  So I asked God to show me a glimpse of my future to give me hope that I was on the right path.  After a long time and repeated prayers, a woman came to the bank.  After helping her with the banking issue, we talked, and she told me her story.  My heart broke listening to her talk.  After she left, it dawned on me, that could be me and I was frightened.  Again, I went to God in prayer and asked if this was the way it was going to happen in my life.  In the morning, I realized that my reactions to the future events did not have to be the same as this woman’s.  I have time to prepare and to have time to create a plan of action that will change my reaction to the future event.  So I am positive that this woman was used by God to bring me the message I was seeking.  And I am positive that when this even happens, I will be prepared, and God will give me strength to persevere through it.

Prayer; Dearest heavenly Father, As a child of yours, I look to you for guidance, hope and strength.  Thank you for always being there for me.  I am not worthy of Your Grace, but that is why it is amazing grace.  Be with me today and tomorrow. Amen.

Melissa Bureau



Friday, March 8, 2024

BLESSINGS OF LIFE

Genesis1: 31;  God saw that everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good.
God showered gifts of his Grace on his People
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Count your Blessings!

Prayer: Thank you, God, for all of the blessing of life – gifts of your Grace.  We pray we live our lives according to your will as you reveal it to us.  Amen  
                                                                                              Jim Ternent

Saturday, March 9, 2024

Matthew 28:19; Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

I remember talking with my landlord, Irene, during my college years one day and she mentioned that she didn’t attend church anymore. She went on to say that everyone wears perfume and cologne and she would always come home with a bad headache so she started watching church on TV instead. I decided then I don’t want to knowingly do anything to keep someone from attending church. In fact, how could I be inviting to others?!  

I haven’t worn perfume to church since that day (except that one time I forgot).  Please note, I’m not insinuating that you not wear perfume or cologne to church, but let this story be a reminder that we, as Christians, are to focus our words and actions on inviting others to Jesus and providing an environment at church that is welcoming to others. I think we already do a great job at this! I don’t know if other churches have the loving church family atmosphere that we have here, but we genuinely care about and love each other here in our church.  We enjoy working together (even those long days during the Folk Festival).  We grow together in our faith. I wouldn’t want someone to miss out on that kind of church family.  I know I’d be lost without it!

I have been trying to think of new ways to invite others to a life with Jesus and, hopefully, attendance in our church (or any church) hence the recent outreach to our Rainbow Road Preschool families. It is my hope and prayer that our families that don’t know Jesus will realize they are much better off with a relationship with Jesus both now and forevermore!  Let us reach out to others in that same loving way we love each other!

Prayer: Almighty God, help us to reach out to others in a loving and inviting way so others may experience Your love as we have.  Amen.
Kimberly Yankasky




Monday, March 11, 2024

BITE YOUR TONGUE!

1 Peter 3:10;  For whoever would love life and see God’s days must keep their tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful speech.
Colossians 4:5; Let our conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how to answer everyone.

The tongue has always been regarded as a powerful instrument.  While great eloquence can flow, the tongue can also be a weapon to hurt and damage others.  Wisely, we are instructed to think before we speak.  Still, “Bite your tongue”- easier said than done.

Our society may criticize “Karens”, people who feel the need to self-righteously boss others.  Yet we have new freedoms to respond to others instantly with texts and social media.  And we have been led to think our opinion is “important” to the world.

God tells us that the tongue has incredible power.  We can use the tongue to bring blessings or cursers.  “Sticks and stones can break my bones, but words can never hurt me” is definitely a myth.  We have all been wounded by indiscreet words of others.  Hurtful words are somehow seared into our brain.

With the help of the Holy Spirit, we can focus on the positive inspiring words of the Bible and curb our desire to be “sharp tongued.”  Christ, in His last week left us with some of the greatest inspiration.  He blesses others, he forgave, he taught his disciples who still understood so little.  Fortunately, Jesus’ words were so memorable that others recorded them.  Others were listening, not talking over him.  Hopefully we can choose our words carefully.  We can listen to others and respond with sympathy and wisdom.

Prayer: Lord, I know my tongue often gets ahead of my mind and heart. Help me to be slow to speak, to speak with love and consideration, knowing that I value others and want what is best of them.  Amen           
Mary Jo Lipski


Tuesday, March 12, 2024

A SILENT GIFT

Remember when you received a gift,
that you didn’t want or need?
Maybe you put it in the closet
Or passed it on with great speed.

Some gifts are bought with money,
And others are often homemade.
The greatest give that you can give,
Is the gift that will never fade.

It’s not a jacket or a pocketbook,
It’s nothing that you will wear.
It’s a gift from deep inside of you,
That you may not even know it’s there.

The gift to listen to a friend,
And give an encouraging word or two,
Or to give a smile to a stranger,
That’s all you need to do.

The ‘silent gift’ comes from the heart.
It can’t be wrapped in ribbons or bows.
So, listen, smile and be kind to others,
Share the gift of love and watch it grow.



Wednesday, March 13 2024

AT THE READY…(KNOW GOD)

Psalm 119:11; I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against You.

There are so many different opportunities for playing these days. Even
adults are encouraged to play games to keep their minds active. It could be
the old standards of cards, or board games or charades and the like.
However, the “new kid on the block” is video games. I do find that I enjoy
having electronic games “at the ready” on my phone when waiting for the
doctor or to just pass some time. At times new games appear to entice me to
download them to play. There is a chance to try the game to see if I am
interested. However, directions are lacking to allow me to know how to
succeed at the endeavor. All of a sudden there is an individual in peril and I
am responsible to get him out of danger. That is a lot of pressure!! Am I doing
this correctly?! This is not the game for me. I need direction!!!

         This is not different in our daily walk in life. Generally speaking our days
are usually routine in nature. Then at times new opportunities or situations
appear before us. Many of them look very attractive, but they are outside of
our routine and comfort. Some have some unsettling variables with them.
Questions need to be asked, but the most important is “Will this honor God?”
What is the best way to know? Hold God’s word in your heart. It will “be at
the ready” for you to embrace and use for direction and instruction. And best
of all, there is no questioning God’s word, for all “All scripture is God-breathed
and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
2 Timothy. 3:16-17. How wonderful that God has readily provided an
instruction manual to “be at the ready” for us all!

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father and Guide, Thank you so much for the provision of
Your Word for us. Help us to study and hold it dear so that we better grow in
our understanding of the relationship we have with You. In Jesus’ precious
name, AMEN.

Mert Hellein


Thursday, March 14, 2024

DO YOU SEE WHAT I SEE?  (REFLECT JESUS)

Colossians 2:6-7; So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in Him, rooted and built up in Him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.

People are a curiosity. Sometimes when I am out and about I look
around at the various people milling about. It is no surprise to say that I
see an array of expressions from those people in the way they dress or
their mannerisms. For some I just can’t relate, sometimes due to my age,
but also perhaps due to not knowing their ways of thinking. It does get me
to thinking, “How did they come to the idea that this is best for them?”
Sometimes I wish I could spend some time with them just to talk and to
better understand them. Most times I am left to make my own
assumptions, correct or not. That is sad.

As Christians we are called to reflect Jesus and be like Him. I
wonder if, when people see us, can they tell what we are thinking and
believing? Do we make our beliefs clear to those we meet and with whom
we spend time? Do our actions and behaviors reflect the love and mercy of
Jesus? At a quick glance does Christ show through? While it is hard, to do
otherwise would be hypocritical. However, we are not left alone to know
how to live as Christ. We have been provided with the living manual, the
Bible. In those precious words are the instructions to help us be a glowing
reflection of Jesus. Stay in His Word and stay rooted so that all may see.

Prayer:  Dear Jesus, When we look upon You we see the ultimate example of love and mercy. May our daily walk with You help us to be strengthened and
grounded in Your ways so that the world may see You through us without
question. Amen.

Mert Hellein



Friday, March 15, 2024

HERE HE IS (LEAD OTHERS TO JESUS)

Ezekiel 3:10-11; And He said to me, “Son of man, listen carefully and take to heart all the words I speak to you. Go now to your people in exile and speak to them. Say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says,’ whether they listen orfail to listen.

Have you had this happen to you? You want to get something special for someone. You spend lots of time thinking and looking for that special item. You finally find it and are filled with joy to be able to share it with your special someone knowing how it could enhance his/her life. Then upon opening the gift, your person shows no reaction in receiving it. What happened? How can I be filled with such joy looking at this gift when there is no excitement on the other end? Your first reaction may be to think you have wasted your time and made a mistake. Then later you meet up with that friend and they gladly tell you how they have used your gift and are delighted with it, even though they didn’t quite understand what it was at first.

This can be what happens when we share the gift of life through Jesus with others. We know how wonderful our lives have been changed through our walk with Christ. We want everyone to know this truth as well. When we finally get the chance (or courage) to share with someone else about giving their life to Christ, it may fall flat. There may not be any response or questions. There may be even a flat out rejection. However, we have shared an opportunity for joy and planted seeds in their minds that will travel with them. We don’t know who God has planned for them to encounter as they go on. We just need to trust His plan for their life and pray for them. We are called to lead people to Jesus. He will then do the rest. He may just surprise you!!

Dear Heavenly Father, Thank you for the joy that overflows from my life in
you. Please help me share that joy with others that they have the
opportunity to find a way to You. I trust in Your plan. Amen.

Mert Hellein


Saturday, March 16, 2024

ST. PATRICK’S DAY

Deuteronomy 6:2-3, 6-9 (NLT); [Moses said]…  “… you and your children and grandchildren must fear the LORD your God as long as you live. If you obey all his decrees and commands, you will enjoy a long life.  Listen closely, Israel, and be careful to obey. Then all will go well with you, and you will have many children in the land… you must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these commands… Repeat them again and again to your children. Talk about them when you are at home and when you are on the road, when you are going to bed and when you are getting up. Tie them to your hands and wear them on your forehead as reminders. Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”     

When I was growing up, I loved St. Patrick’s Day because I could truthfully tell people that my family is Irish… or at least one strand of it is.
     I used to love hearing my Great-Grandma Haynes tell how her Grandma Meacham had come from Ireland as a child. Nancy Ann Foy was 12 years old when an older sister and her husband, a man named O’Donald, finally decided to emigrate to the United States. When another sister backed out of the journey, Nancy Ann was tapped to make the journey, and the move, with them.
     Somewhere in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean, Mrs. O’Donald fell ill and died. Some other Irish immigrants, named Sullivan and Cavanaugh, took Nancy Ann under their wing for the rest of the voyage. When they arrived in New York, the grief-stricken husband returned home to Ireland. Nancy Ann stayed in America with her new found “family” and moved with them to Potter County. She worked as a “domestic,” eventually married Franklin Meacham, raised a family, and was known as a “hard-working, witty, sharp-tongued, lovable Irishwoman.” She died in 1893 at age 51. Nancy Ann Foy Meacham
Circa 1870

     As I again journey through Lent more than a century and a half later, I find myself looking to this branch of my family tree and still find it bearing “fruit” today. 
     First of all, even though she found herself alone by age 12 in a far off land, her faith was strong. Her upbringing in the Catholic Church in Ireland was deeply rooted, and family records tell how she, in a non-Catholic area, ended up getting every one of her ten children baptized in her faith. She was described as a “staunch Catholic” who was not easily dissuaded in her faith. How often do we now-a-days look for any excuse to leave our “religion” behind? Any reason to get out of church seems to suffice. But Grandma Meacham followed Moses’ command above and shared her faith in the every day times, looking for teachable moments, and persisted in passing on her faith.
     Secondly, Grandma Meacham, once she set her mind on her goal, even as a young child, didn’t look back. Like the Biblical Daniel and Joseph, she didn’t set out to be left all alone in a foreign land and yet, like those two teens from the Bible, she didn’t pine away for what was lost or what “could-have-been.” Instead, she set her face towards the future and began to create a new chapter in her life. She lived almost 40 years after arriving here, yet she apparently never reconnected with her former life across the sea. How often do we spend so much time looking backwards at our past and the glorious moments of yesteryear, that we stop moving forward towards the future? 
     As we walk through the last half of Lent, we are confronted with the same kind of questions and choices my Grandma Meacham faced. First, will our faith in Christ be something left for church and “religious” times only… or will He be a constant guide and companion in whatever circumstances we face? And be passed on to our children and grandchildren by the way we live our lives and faith? Second, can we move beyond our past into the present reality and look towards the future? Our answers affect our future, in our daily lives and in our faith walk, as much as they did for my Grandma Meacham.
 
“I arise today Through a mighty strength: God’s power to guide me, God’s might to uphold me, God’s wisdom to teach me, God’s eyes to watch over me, God’s ear to hear me, God’s Word to give me speech, God’s hand to guard me, God’s way to lie before me, God’s shield to shelter me, God’s host to secure me: Against the snares of devils, Against the seductions of vices, Against the lusts of nature, Against everyone who shall wish me ill, Whether far or near, many or few.” 
—St. Patrick of Ireland, in The One Year Book of Personal Prayer, May 21st entry, (Tyndale:1991)

Pastor Dayton Mix



Monday, March 18, 2024

DIVINE INTERVENTION

Isaiah 41 10;  So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you ad help you;  I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

	Tim and I enjoy bicycling on the trail here in Ford City and in new places.  This one afternoon we decided to ride the trail from Climax to Lawsonham.  That trail runs above the Red Bank Creek.  We had not gone far before we had to pass between the posts.  I lost my by balance and fell off my bike and started to slide down the hill towards the creek.  I landed on a mossy big flat rock that had a tree growing near it.  I slid on the moss without a scratch. My backpack got tangled in the branches, which stopped me from falling further down the 150 yards to the creek.  With the help from Tim, I was able to climb back up to the rock.
	This could have been a horrible accident, except for God’s intervention.  God put so many things in place to save me.  The tree with the strong branches, the big rock covered in moss, any my request for a snack backpack, that Lauren recently had given me.  God protected me from physical harm that day and he protects all of us from accidents, disease, false prophets, wolves in sheep’s clothing, curses, bad relationships, gossipers, manipulators, slanderers, fools, and followers of darkness.

Prayer:  Dearest Heavenly Father.  Thank you for walking by my side and protecting me from harm.  Your protection is appreciated, even though I am an underserving soul.  Thank you for protecting me that day with it is obviously your doing and on those occasions I am unaware of the dangers around me.  Amen.

Melissa Bureau



Tuesday, March 19, 2024


IT’S TIME

Maybe it’s time to stay.
Maybe it’s time to go.
What really is the time?
Does anyone actually know?

Maybe it’s time for all of us
Just to stop and wait.
Maybe it’s time to be kind
To someone before it’s too late.

Take time just to laugh
Or take time to smile.
Take time just to say hello
To a stranger once in a while.

Take time to love yourself 
Each and every day.
Take time to love God too
And remember to always pray.

It’s time to love each other.
It’s time to just be glad.
Take time to love everyone
And your life won’t be so bad!



Wednesday, March 20, 2024

Jeremiah 31:34; The Lord says, “I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.”

	I’m  sure you have noticed when you are writing with pencil and erase a mistake, you can never fully make the mistake disappear?  No matter how hard you try to erase the pencil mark in its entirety, it just never fully goes away.  If you try too hard, you can even put a hole in the paper.  It reminds me when God erases our sins, he blots them out completely.  Our sins are erased as if they never happened. He even gives us a blank page to begin again hopefully in a new way.

	As we reflect on what Jesus did for us on the cross this Lenten season, let us be forever thankful for His great sacrifice that leads to our forgiveness and cleansing. Let us daily live a life of gratefulness in the shadow of the cross.  Let it change us and lead us to better serve others.  I recently saw a post on Facebook that went like this:

           	        Sometimes I joke about what I’d do if I had one day left to live.
	Eat junk, go crazy, etc.
	        	Today it hit me: Jesus knew. And he washed feet.
		HE. WASHED. FEET.

Let us live more unselfishly in honor of Jesus!

Prayer: Dear God, we frequently do those things we know we shouldn’t. We are 
eternally grateful that you do indeed wipe our sins clean. Guide us as 
we long to serve you well. Amen.

							Kimberly Yankasky



Thursday, March 21, 2024

                                              JESUS WEPT 

"I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have trouble. But take heart; I have overcome the world."
(John 16:33) 

Have you ever felt alone?  When you're going through difficult times, it means so much to have someone with you who understands what you're going through.

"Jesus wept" is famous for being the shortest verse in the Bible (John 11:35).
The real power of the two-word passage from the story of Lazarus is knowing that Jesus understands what life is like for us.

Jesus doesn't ask anything of us that He wasn't willing to do himself.

We experience a lot of emotions every day, and Jesus knows what that's like; as a human, he experienced them too. 

Jesus knew: Temptation (Mark 1:13); Poverty (Matthew 8:20); Frustration (John 2:15-16); Weariness (John 4:6); Disappointment (Luke 13:34); Rejection (John 6:66); Sorrow (Matthew 26:38);  Ridicule (Mark 15:19); Loneliness (Matthew 27:46); Rejoicing (Luke 15:5-6); and, most importantly, Jesus knew, and knows, love (John 15:13).

No matter what you're going through, Jesus isn't distant from your pain; He wants to crawl into your deepest, darkest, places to wrap His arms around you.

"For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are - yet was without sin" (Hebrews 4:15) 

Amen
Michelle Waldenville


 
Friday, March 22, 2024


"But those who trust in the Lord for help will find their strength renewed and they will rise on wings like eagles; they will run and not get weary; they will walk and not grow weak." Isaiah 40:31

This is a message of hope and encouragement that applies to us today, just the same as when it was written for the exiles in Babylon. They felt God had forsaken them and allowed their misery and captivity to happen. Of course, they would not accept their situation was due to their drawing away from God. Like them, don't we complain and wonder where God is when we are having a hard time with our relationships, jobs or health?
If we rely on our own strength alone, eventually we will grow weary, we will stumble and fall. We will become lost, without our Savior to lift us up and to guide us.
When we trust in the Lord, He will strengthen us by His grace. We must have faith in our everlasting God who never grows tired or weary; who is within a prayer's length from our thoughts.
When we are tested by life's trials, we just need to remember that our prayers will tell God that we realize that He is in control, that we accept His Word for the direction of our lives. All we have to do is trust in the Lord. Thirteen years ago I was diagnosed with breast cancer.  My mother died of breast cancer at 47 years of age.  You can imagine that perhaps I immediately thought dire thoughts of extreme pain and death. After the initial shock of the diagnosis, I felt a calm come over me, a feeling that everything was going to be all right. Friends remarked that they were surprised at my calmness.  I assured them that God was running my life and He assured me I would be OK.  And here I am today, one of God's children, praying and looking to Him for directions of where my life is going.  I admit, some days it is hard to remember that God is in control.  But prayer DOES WORK!!

Father God, we come to you, weary and weak. We ask that Your strength becomes our strength. Give us courage and strength to trust You in difficult times as well as rejoicing with You in our good times. Amen.
Lu Bennett

 

Saturday, March 23, 2024

Jesus, First Fruits

1 Corinthians 15:20 (NIV); But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.

I grew up around a farm. I didn’t really live there, I just hung out there a lot. It was my grandfather’s and I basically just visited on the weekends and stayed most of every summer, but I proudly considered myself a “farm boy.”

Truth is, I helped in the haymaking each summer, and usually got to go out with Grandpa gathering sap once or twice each spring, and a couple of times gathered eggs from the henhouse. That’s it. Not much of a farm life after all.

BUT, I remember the wait for the fresh peas and green beans from Grandpa’s garden. Oh, and the corn on the cob, too! I could hardly wait for Grandpa to say they were ready, ‘It’s about time we tried some of those peas and beans.’ (He actually liked the onions and turnips and asparagus too, but even grandparents can’t always be perfect, I suppose).

And that first small serving of fresh vegetables, that first taste of the fruit of Grandpa’s hard work, was delicious! But with that first taste of those “first fruits” came the knowledge that much more was on its way! We wouldn’t have to wait much longer!

It doesn’t take much of a farm boy to recognize the parallel in our Christian walk when Paul talks about death and uses Christ’s resurrection as the “first fruits” of the resurrection to eternal life that all believers will experience. If we have accepted Jesus Christ as our Savior, then we can look at Christ and recognize that His resurrection is merely a “first fruits” of ALL believers’ resurrections to come. There is HOPE of what is yet to come! For us… and for our loved ones in Christ who have already “fallen asleep” through death.

Oh Christ, You are only the FIRST fruits of resurrection. HALLELUJAH!!!

Pastor Dayton Mix

Monday, March 25, 2024

THE FREE GIFT OF GOD

Ephesians 2:1-10; …As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins…we were by nature deserving of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions-it is by grace you have been saved…For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

	Most religions have an accounting sense of entitlement. That is to say that God is the eternal scorekeeper. As long as the pluses weigh more than the minuses, you will be ok.

	Only the Christian Faith has a different type of economy. It’s all on one side. We all deserve wrath but we get Grace. But it does not end there, we are bound to do good works, not to earn Grace but as a response to the free gift of God.

My prayer: Heavenly Father forgive me by your great mercy for taking Your love for granted. Accept, I pray, my gratitude for salvation and prepare me to do good works. AMEN

Brad Hellein

 

 
 


Tuesday, March 26, 2024
FATHER FORGIVE THEM
Colossians 3:12-13; Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another if anyone has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.

	One fall evening while riding his motorcycle to bowl in a league, our oldest son’s life was changed forever. As he was entering an intersection, he was suddenly hit by a drunk driver in an SUV. He was thrown approximately 25 feet, lost his left leg, had multiple sever injuries, and lost an enormous amount of blood. If it hadn’t been for a nurse (aka angel) who showed up on the scene to stop the bleeding, he never would have made it to the hospital. The phone call his wife made to us that night ended with “he’s in the OR but we don’t know if he will make it through the surgery”. That was a call that no parent wants to receive! He survived and spent 2½ weeks in the hospital including one week in a trauma center. The driver was arrested for DUI and several hearings followed. The final hearing, which most of our family attended, was the sentencing hearing. Our son and daughter-in-law were asked to prepare an impact statement to be read aloud at the hearing. When they began to read, they told about their two young sons who were afraid they would lose their father. They told of the loss of income since he could no longer do the job he loved. But at the end of the statement, they turned to the young man and said directly to him, “WE FORGIVE YOU”. No one saw that coming. There wasn’t a dry eye in the room, including the judge’s. How could anyone forgive such a life altering event?
	My mind went back in time 2000 years to an only Son hanging on a cross for crimes He didn’t commit. That after being beaten, scourged and humiliated He was about to be crucified. As death grew nearer, he said “Father forgive them for they know not what they do”. Several years earlier while teaching His disciples, Jesus was asked “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times”? Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times”. (Matthew 18:21-22)
	During this season of Lent, let us reflect on the gift of forgiveness we have received. It is easier to want revenge for wrongs against us, or to want to pay back an eye for an eye. But we have been given a supreme example, a savior who came to teach us how to love and to forgive.
Dear God, help us to be examples to others as to how to love and forgive as Jesus did. In Jesus’ name, Amen.                                                  Sarah Heckert
	Wednesday, March 27, 2024
Matthew 5:46-48; For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax-collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers and sister, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
	Recently, a friend shared with me a simple rule that he observed about how people choose what activities to participate in, given the many choices we face in our busy society: Choose the action or opportunity that will give the greatest ROI (return on investment).
	People choose the things that they will get more value out of then they put in. Once the amount of energy a person puts into something including opportunity cost- missing out on other opportunities) exceeds what they get in return, they disengage. Therefore, if someone chooses to join an activity that doesn’t seem to be worth the drive, or the money they pay for it, that person is not likely to return.
	Given this rule, Jesus’ teaching about love doesn’t make sense, or is at least counterintuitive. Jesus teaches that loving for a reason greater than what we will get in return has a much deeper value.
	I have personally found that loving people who are difficult, or who obviously don’t return the sentiment can be hard-almost impossible at times. And yet, over time, I have seen how consistently loving difficult people through acts of kindness, asking them how their family is doing, offering them food, and praying for them, can ever so slowly change a situation and melt hearts of stone. Love is God’s perfect force that has the power to transform a situation, but it takes time, and often we don’t even get to see the fruits of the seeds of love that we plant. And yet they grow when we are unaware.
	Instead of getting appreciation, or love in return from the person, we become more in tune with the love of God, and are more likely to catch glimpses of God’s kingdom, already manifest around us. When we act selflessly and love simply for the sake of being a loving person, rather than someone who is appreciated in return, we love into our true identity, as God created us to be-a loving, child of God.

This day: seek to show love, car, or forgiveness not because it will be given in return, or even appreciated, but so that you may simply be a person who is loving, caring, and forgiving—just as God created you to be.  
                                                                   Rev. Chris Heckert,  Haddonfield UMC
Thursday, March 28, 2024

                        OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES
          
But Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven."
(Matthew 19:14) 

Several years ago, when our grandson Matthew was about 5 or 6, he was staying with us, and the subject of Easter came up. 

Matthew doesn't usually share what he learns in Sunday School or church.

I asked him if he knew the story of Easter, and here is what he said: 

"Jesus was teaching people, but they didn't like Him, and they got mad. So they nailed Him to the cross, and three days later, He rose from the dead, and lives in my heart!" 

WOW! You never know how much a child's life is impacted by what they hear and see.

The Bible says, "Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it."
(Proverbs 22:6) 

Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for the blessings that children are, and help us continue to guide them in the way that leads to You - Amen 
Michelle Waldenville






Friday, March 29, 2024
 
I DON’T LIKE CHANGES
Hebrews 13:8; Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.

Thank you, Jesus, for always being the same. Loving me even when I don’t deserve it. Loving me forever.

I’m thinking today, January 26, 2024, how I don’t like change. My children would tell you that. Starting with Christmas Eve. We have always gotten together as a family. Then my son and his family and my daughter and hers. My husband is now with you. Yes, this Christmas we did the same. But you and I know that at some time that might change. Well Lord, I thank you that I can accept change. But I know one thing. Matthew 28-20; I will be with You always.

Well Lord the New Year came and on January 6th I ended up in the hospital. My oxygen level was low for awhile. I had to be put on oxygen. Okay, Lord, this was a New Year, and I didn’t plan on staying in the hospital—only there 3 days. But Lord I came home. I had a visiting nurse come in. She released me on January 20. But Lord when I spend my time with You every morning as usual, I keep saying, Lord heal me now. People need me and I need them.

We, the Lord and I have a worship service in our community every Wednesday. Well, I was not allowed to go out. So, I was getting impatient. I asked his every day. Finally6, I accepted his word. Rest my child, I know what’s best for you, I told you many times in my word. I am with you always, this too will end. Lord I’m writing this in January and I know in my heart the Lord will take care of this. So let me say this. This is the day the Lord has made and I will rejoice in it. Psalm 1:18-24. A new month is coming and He’s with me each new day.

Prayer: Lord, thank you for showing me You are with me and let those who are waiting for whatever reason, know You are with them always. Amen
Donna Titus
Union Avenue UMC



 
Saturday, March 30, 2024

THE RESURECTION
CHRIST LIVES!
CELEBRATE!
	The birth of Christ was predicted starting in Genesis. But not until the time was ready did He come into the world. Angels foretold the birth to various believers all over the earth – wisemen came from afar. We celebrate Christ’s birth. A star led the wisemen from afar – people gathered to celebrate – we use lots of stars in our enactments as well as Angels. A great event being celebrated – I like to imagine God directing the angels to arrange the star to lead not only the wisemen but the lowly shepherds to the birth place. What a great time in HEAVEN. Can you imagine the Joy of Heaven? The birth of the Christ child must have been a cause for a real celebration – the Angels lighting the stars and placing them. But life was not easy for this blessed gift from God or for his followers. From the beginning the family was in danger as well as Jesus’ followers.
	Jesus’ life on earth was very brief but the influence on all the creatures on earth – both good and bad.
	But the time passed until the evil ones got the upper hand! The story of the crucifixion and death is as horrific as any of our modern wars. BUT!!
	Christ was slain, dead and buried – THEN CAME THE RESURECTION – can you imagine the scene in Heaven with all the Angels and Saints!
	My personal picture was brought to me last year – I attended a 75 year anniversary at Jumonville – the beautiful white cross – EMPTY!  On the mountain top. As part of the celebration program one evening’s service was to include FIREWORKS on the mountain.
	I want to share with you, I had some misgivings about fireworks on this most sacred hilltop. My mind and heart were thrilled – I imagined the Angels and all the Heavenly Hosts were shooting stars in praise and thanksgiving for the miracle that Jesus was truly and forever alive!
	We should praise with songs and prayers and loud and long AMENS – CHRIST IS ALIVE AND WELL and is available for all.
	I never enjoyed fireworks as much as I did that evening.
PRAISE THE LORD
EASTER IS HERE

Sally Felton (From our 2017 Lenten Devotional)
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